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FOREWORD

When 1981 the Board published its history covering the first 100
meetings - Winds of Change - it was predicted that its role could
broaden to become a Land Use Board encompassing pest plants,
vertebrate pesis and soill erosion.

The winds of change have indeed blown strongly in the past 17
yaars and although these predictions have not yet been fulfiled,
the role of the Board has burgeoned encrmously.

From its early beginnings when wind erosion prablems dominated
its agenda, it is now intimately inveolved in issues of soil, land and
water management, native vegetation management, revegetation,
education, legislation, training, co-crdination, co-operation, district
and property planning, publications, local action planning -
regianal planning menitering and research.

Board members now deal in complex issues e.q. integrating a
wide range of environmental issues, commanting on draft
environmental legislation, assessing applications for funding and
fulfilling statutory requirements.

The rate of change shows no sign of abating - indesd in a rapidly
changing political, social and economic environment the Board will
be asked to deal with increasingly complex issues,

Qver the past 50 years the Board has acquitied itself with
distinction. It has been innovative, creative, pro-active and
diligent.

The strength of the Board resides in its members and local
communities which support them. They have been tned and
tested in many difficult situations, and have not been found
wanting.

The Board does not work alone - it acknowiedges the assistance
given by government agencies, especially Primary Industries and
Resources.

| am confident that the Board will meet the challenges which lie

ahead and continue to lead by example. May the next 50 years be
equally productive.

John Berger, Chair 1958






INTRODUCTION

)(n 1945 the Advisory Committee on Soil Conservation persuaded the Flayford

Government {o introduce & Bill to amend the Scil Conservation Act 1938, The
Bill provided for the proclamation of soill conservation districts providing mare
than BO% of the owners of occupiers of langd in the proposed district supported
the proposal.

However section 8b of the amended Act alsc provided for the proclamation of a
s0il conservation district in any area covered by Part 1V of the Sand Drift Act
1923.

The original Murray Mallee Scil Conservation District was proclaimed under this
provision in 28/5/47. |t consisted of the District Council disiricts of Loxton, East
Murray and Browns Well, and the portions of the Distict Councils of Mannum and
Mobilong east of the River Murray - Figure 1.

The first Board was appointed on 12/3/1948. lis chairman was B.G. Beck of the
Soil Conservation Branch, and the members were E.M. Edwards, Paruna
{Council representative) J.H. Rackham, Wynarka; A.T. Dohnt, Forster; and A R.
Birch, Nangari. It held its first meeting on 15/4/1848 at an unknown location,
possibly Karoonda, Also present were the Director of Agriculiure, W.J. Spatiord,
and the Soil Conservator, R.1. Herriot, who gave a detailed presentation on the
Scil Consearvation Act.

The duties of the board were:

. to foster local interest in soil conservation by
lectures, demonstrations, conferences and
discussions

- to collect information as to soill ercsion and
soil conservation in its district

. to make reports and recommendations on soil
erosion and soil conservation

. to make orders under the Act.

The acting secretaries for the first twa years were members of the Sail
Conservation Branch, CW. Rice, W_ McGee and AW, Moore.

Soil conservation adviser J.P. Blencowe was appointed Chairman in 1949, and
was succeeded in 1851 by E.M. Edwards. All subsequent Chairmen have been
farmers, and the secretaries have been soil conservation officers or landcare
officers.

The current chairman is John Berger, Mindarie and Ms Jo Murphy, Murray
Bridge, secretary.

A total of 42 farmers have served on the Board for terms varying from twe to 21
years. J.A. Meissner was a member for 21 years including six as chairman and
E.W. Hage served on the Board for 19 years. Among others to give

distinguished service 1o the Board were Doug Fullston, a member {or 15 years,



meluding nine as Chairman and Mike Kluge, a member for 18 years, including
nine as Chairman.

Only R.T. Kimber has the distinction of serving two separate terms on the Board,
1968 - 1972 and 1875 - 1978, both as District Council representative.

Jack Blencowe who as district soil conservation adviser was actively associated
with the Board for ten years, tor twe as chairman and eight as secretary, made a
tremendous contribution o the work of the Board. He worked untiringly to
promote sound land use, and was widely known and respected throughout the

Murray Mallee.

A cornplete list of Board personnel for the past 50 years has been compiled -
Appendix |

FIGURE 1
Murray Mallee Soil Board District,
at proclamation in 1947




THE CHANGING BOARD DISTRICT

As mentioned eariter the disirict covered by the Board originally comprised the
District Councils of Loxton, East Murray, Browns Well and those portions of
Mannum and Mobilong east of the River Murray.

Additional territory comprising the former District Councils of Karoonda and
iMarne (the portion east of the River Murray) was added on 23/10/1948 following
a successful petition of owners and occupiers of land in those areas. Figure 2.
In November 1851 the hundreds of Sherock, Coclinong, Malcoim, Seymaour,
Baker and Bonney wers includad in the Board district. The District Council of
Waikerte { excluding the hundred of Cadell) and the hundreds of Nildottie and
Bakara were includad in June 1954, - Figure 3.

In 1970 an unsuccessiul attempt was made fo include the Hundreds of Paringa,
turtho and Cadell in the Board district.

In 1978 legislative changes greatly simplified the extension of existing Board
districts and it was no longer necessary 1o get petitions supported by at least two
thirds of the owners or ocoupiers of land to agree.

A majority of owners and ccoupiers voting at a poll to approve a recommendation
to enlarge a district or form a new disirict was the chief requirement. Local
eouncils in the proposed area must have first approved the recommendation.

The 1989 Soil Conservation and Landcare Act made provision of the Minister to
declare soil conservation disirict after negotiation with owners of land within a
proposed district or with local government as appropriate.

The District Council districts of Lamerco and Pinnaroo were added to the District
in this way in 1988,

In 1981 there was a move to include agricuitural land north of the River Murray

including the Hundred of Parcoola, and land in the Henmark Irrigation Area, the
District Councils of Berri and Barmera, the Cobdogla Irrigation Area, and other

land out of Hundreds.

Mothing appears to have come of this proposal, but the Hundreds of Mataranka
and Pooginook in the former District Council of Waikerie also north of the Biver
Murray are now in the District apparently as the result of an approach by the
Council in 1985,

Currently the Board district comprises the district council districts of Renmark and
Paringa, Loxton-Waikerie, Karconda East Murray and Southern Mallee, and the
portions of Mid Murray east of the River Murray - an area of some 20,000 square
kilometres. - Figure 4.

There are about 800 drland farms producing about 10% of the State's wheat
and barigy.



There are now 27 soil conservation districts covering essentially the whole of the
agricultural and pastoral regions of South Australia.

The first Board, 1948
Fram left to right - AT, Dohnt, AR, Birch, E.M. Edwards,
J.A. Rackman, B.G. Beck (Chairman}

Soil Board in 1883
From left to right, M. Kluge, John Ginham, Richard Jacka, Glynn Schmidl,
Mal Fielke, Jack Schubest, Jack Baughat.
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Figure 2 -Boundaries of Murray Maltee Soil

ho

Conservation Bﬂar{i 1548

ELRRRLL

wyrTHE T

Figure 3 - Board District in 1954
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Figure 4 - Murray Mallee Soil Conservation District 1998
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IN THE BEGINNING

At the first meeting on 15/4/1848 the Chairman, R.G. Beck reviewed activiiies
leading to the farmation of the Board, Mr. R.I. Herrict, the Soil Conservator, then
spoke of plans for establishing 13 districts throughout the Siate. No doubt he
waoLld have been more than impressed o know that there are now 27 soll
conservation disiricts in South Australia.

He explained that the duties of the Board were to see that farmers protected their
soil resources "enthusiasticaliy®, to keep farmers up to date with information, and
to protect farmers from the bad farming practices of their neighbours. He
belioved that consuliation and co-operation rather than legislative action, were
the best means of achieving this goal.

While this aftitude was probabiy acceplted in principle, in practice consigderable
confidence in "coercive legislation” was to be maintained for many years to
come. However the attitude of the Board is understandable in the light of the
intransigence of some landholders, one of whom tested the patience of the Board
for more than 20 years, as well as ;

. the enormity of the problem facing the Board, in terms of
drift, poor production and low morale

- the lack of previous experience as a guide - the Act
remained the ong tangible avenue of action

. the personal involvement of the Board members in the
district and their antipathy toward irresponsible
landholders

- the paucily of technical information on which to base an
extension program

The first action of the Board was to circularise all farmers setting out the Board's
aims, powers and intentions - Appendix Il. This was largely misunderstood - n
fact guite unjustified resentment of "Government interference” was shown both
by farmers and local government bodies

The main publicity in this first year was in relation to sowing cereal rye for dnft
contral, and the need for 'rough' fallows.

The Board participated in the 1848 Royal Show which featured an exhibit on soil
consenvation including photographs of good and bad fallowing practices in the
Murray Mallee. Other matters occupying much of the Board's attention were
possible regulations to control fallowing, and slow deliveries of superphosphate
to the Murray Malles.

in September 15948 the Board met in Adelaide, far from its home territory, so that

the Board could inspect and approve the exhibit arranged in its name at the
Roval Show.

li



During its first 50 years the Board has met on 167 occasions at 24 locatiens, but
almost 75% of the meetings were af either Karoonda, Wanbi or Loxton -
Appendix lll. Special meetings are also listed - Appendix 1V,

Royal Show Exhibit, 1948

12



LOCAL COMMITTEES
AND LANDCARE GROUPS

The amendments to the Soil Conservation Act in 1948 which established the
basis for the soil conservation district and boards, alse provided for the
etablishment of locat commitiees. It was foreseen that as board members would
have to cover large territories, the support of local commitiees would be vital to
the operations of members.

Local committee members have played an important role in the Murray Mallee,
conveying farmer opinions to the Board, and relaying information from the Board
to the farming community.

Local commitiees also provided a source of new board members with experience
of the role, functions and operations of the Board through regular mestings with
the local Board member and Board secretary.

The duties of local committess included -

. geiting psople interested in soil conservation and board
management 155188
monitoring soil erosion problems Jocally
making investigations and reports on behalf of the Board
highlighting actual and potential problems 10 the Board.

The eiffectiveness of the Board over the years has been greatly enhignced by ils
local commitiess.

Tha current legislation provides for the appointment of commitiees including local
committees to which the Board can delegate moast of its powers and functions.

The State Landcare program began in 1989, and Landeare groups soon became
established in the Murray Mallee. Landcare groups could seek registration with
the Board - this provided groups with cover for public liability, professional
indemnity and personal injury through Primary Industnies and Environiment and
Maticnal Resources, This support recognised the imporiance of the contributions
of voluntary groups to State and Federal Government programs.

Onee affiiated with the Beard, landcare and catchment groups are also covered
by the corporate status of the Board, and are able to seek funding from
government programs in their own right e.g. the former NSCP and NLP and the
current Natural Heritage Trust,

Ih migd 1284 the first community landcare coordinator Anne Woodard, was
appaointed o Murray Bridge - her duties included

» the co-ordination of community landcare projects in the Murraylands
region
+ the development of regianal plans



- facHitating the establishment of a new scil conservation district in
the upper south east {The Coorong and Districts Sail
Conservation District) - this resulted in the rearrangement of
boundaries with the Murray Mallee and Murray Flains Districts.

Among the first landcare groups established in the Murray Mallee District were

the Karocnda and Garralands revegetation groups, both incorporated under the
Board's aegis in February 1991.

For a complete list of incorporated bodies see Appendix V.

Soil Board 1993
Left ta Right - Roger Wickes {Soil Consarvator), Peter Butler (Secratary)
Fred iMaynard, Neville Wurst, Meredith Arnold, Russsll Smith, Mike Kluge,
Cobin Durdin, Ann Woodard [Landaare Cfficer), Joht Berger, Andrew Johnston
and Glen Gale (bath Pritnary Industries suppor).



ERODED FARM INSPECTIONS

Ok 4/11/48 the Minister of Agriculture callsd for a full report on the erosion in the
district , and in 1849 the Minister asked the Board to locate, investigate and
provide appropriate repons on all badly drifting farms in the Board's district.

In April 1248 the District Councils were reguested to submit names of owners of
badly drifting farms.

The investigations commenced in July 1349 - maetings were held at vanous
centres and owners were called (o appear before the Board. Later interviews ook
place on the farm. A soil conservation officer inspected each farm and submitted
a report to the Board, 105 were inspected - 54 were rejected as beng not badly
eroded!

By 4/7/50 members were making follow up inspections of properties previously
investigated.

The final report, completed by Bf7/52, (Birch and Blencowe, 1866} can briefly be
summarized:-

MNumber of farms 51 {51215 ha)

average size cereslfarms 470-1 0¥8 ha {12 < 800}
swamp dairy farms 4- 142 ha

Area of drift 3 800. ha {7.6%)

Causes - lack of cultivation and insufficient superphosphate.
- pverstacking.

Drift commenced before 1929 - 8 farms
1928 - 1844 - 25 farms
Rest unknown

Stocking rates {after 1944} - 46 farms 1 sheep/2.23 ha
5 farms Nil

tain pastures - turnip, mediterranean Qrass,
tarley grass, white daisy.

Cropping - Before 1944 26 farms - fallow, wheat
g " 4 year rotation
i7" not known

Since 1944 3% - & year rotation
I Mil

15



The main needs highlighted by the investigation were:-

= education - a prerequisite was the need for a research
pragram to solve the most pressing problems asscciated
with mallee farming.

+ water points and fencing - were nadeguate on almost all
farms inspected, and were aggravated by material
shortages.

« superphosphate - shortages prevented many famers from
sowing their driff.

» finance - farmers were reluctant to borrow money to
finance drift control.

» farm size - at least six of the farms were considered to be
too small to be viable.

Subsequent activities to 1986 in this area are summarized below Appendix V.

2 RN O
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Saeding rye on the Wanbi Research Centre, 1953
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During the late 1960's and early 1970's, the list of eroded farms was kept up to
date at the annual Local Commitiee mestings. The amount of seasonal drift
increased in the dry years (1967, 1972} but progress on the "hard core”
properies was negligibte, unless a change in ownership occured.

in 1975, the eroded farms list was reviewed and 29 of the 60 praperties listed
were visited by the Soils Adviser/Secretary. The survey followad two bumper
years, and it was seen as an excellent opporiunity to revise the list, note the
seventy of erosion and recard the attitude of current management. For the
results of this survey see Waod {1976).

The problem of long term ercsion on badly drifting farms is not primarily
seasonal. As the original investigations by the Board showed, it is the
management of the individual landholder which counts in the tong run. The key
management factors identified by the study which are stifl relevant are;-

. adeqguate subdivision and watering for stoclk.
» a regular cropping and fertilising program.
. control of rabbits.

. sowing all negotiable sand dunes with cereal rye in each
paddack when it is cropped.

- resowing fresh drift with cereal rye as socon as conditions
permit.

Insuificient waorking capital and failure to see erosion as a problem have
prevented owner inifiztive In erosion contral on their properties.

For many years, the Board expressed congern at the lack of progress on “hard
core' eroded farms. The malter was discussed by the Advisory Commiltes,
resulting in the former Department of Lands taking & firmer fing on leasshold
blocks. The Board supported & proposal that badly eroded farms be reallotied -
similar to the provisional allotment scheme of the 1240's. The compulsory
acquisition of a propery at Narrung in 1876 following a Soil Conservation Order
was applauded by the Board - see next chaptar.

The Local Committees play an important role in manitoring the eraded farm
situation, and provide valuable feedback to the Board and the district scils officer.
Committegs meet annually with their Board member and district sails officer to
review the situation in their territory.

17



COMPULSORY PROPERTY ACQUISITION

The compulsory acquisition of 2 property at Meningie in 1976 ended a long and
frustrating chapter of the Board's activities. A 1,000 ha property adicining the
Coorong north west of Meningie was badly wind eroded and a constani
annoyance 1o neighbeours and the Meningie Disirict Council for many years.

Despite a series of soil conservation orders belween 1965 and 1974, litile
progress was made with erosion contrel. On several occasions the Board
authorized the necessary work to be done when the owners jailed to comply with
the order. However continuing mismanagement nullified any gains made under
the orders.

Finally in 1974 steps were taken to acauire the property under section 8 of the
S0l Conservation Act. The Minister of Agriculiure gained control of the property
late in 1876, In 1977, following the removal of stock and a comprehensive rabbit
control program, practically the whole area of diift {80ha) was stabilized. The
remaining small area was stabilized in 1978.

Following the successiul rehabilitation program, poriion of the property was sold
to neighbours and the remainder was transierred {o the Coorong National Park.

The Board saw compulsory acquisition as an effective means of caping with hard
core erosion situations, and actively promoted the use of Marginal Lands funds
for this purpose. The proposals had the suppert of the Direcior of Lands, and an
appropriate amendment to the Marginal Lands Act was considered. Howsver,
when Treasury learned of the Marginal Lands Fund, they soon tock it over, and
the proposals fell by the wayside.

SURVEYS OF SOIL EROSION AND FARMING METHODS

In 1972, at the instigation of the Board, a survey was carried out in the Wankbi
area o determing

i} whether sand drift was increasing

iy the relaticnship between the area of drift, the area farmed and the area
of sandhills, to the availability of capital and iabour, and

iy the relationship between the area of drift and the adoption of
recommended praclices far controlling drift.

The survey showed that the amount of erosion was closely relaied to managenal
skills and the adoption of good farming praciices. Poor managsment resulted in
iow incomes, providing little finance for stabilisation work and general farm
maintenance. Farmers on low incomes were anxious to sell thelr properties,
indicating a general iack of interast in farming in general, and in controlling drift in
particular. MNone of the badly eroded farms had improved in the previous eight
years {McCord 1973).

18



There was no evidence of an increase in sand dnit in the area. Howsver old
eroded areas had detericrated, making rebabilitation much maore difficult. Most
farmers recognised the importance of additional fencing and wateting to control
drift, but lack of funds limited this work, The Board saw the provision of
Commonwealth funds as a solution to this problem, and subsequent events bore
this cut.

The Board played an important part in the initial approach to the 30 farmers
invoived in the survey, and through their efforts co-operation in the survey was
100%.

The 1982 District Plan identified wind erosion as a major issue in the Mallee, and
highhghied the need for good fallow management, particularly in relation to wind
ergsion control.

in 1995 the Board initiated a survey of 60% of northern Malles farmers, 71 in all,
in the Hundreds of Paringa, Kekwick, Boockpurnong, Bandon and Holder to
examine their farming practices. (Denys Slee ef al 1995)

The study showed that while mechanical fallow was a well entrenched practice in
fhe Mailea, most farmers did not aim to maintain bare earth, and in fact sought to
manage their fallows with some form of plant cover because of the value paced
ah the need for grazing in the Mallee mixed farming systems.

Northern Mallee farmers were found to appreciate the value of stubble reteniton
and were aware of the principles of conservation farming such as regduced tillage.

Nevertheless the practice of long term fallow, however carefully carried out,
remains of considerable concern because of the increased exposure of
villnerable soils to wind erosion.

Suceessiul rehabilitation of the Meningie land, 1977.

19



VISITS BY THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON S0OIL CONSERVATION

The Advisory Committee has visitad the Murray Mallee on many occasions, The
first two visits were in 1941 and 1948, prior to the formation of the Board.

In 1854 the Advisory Committee met the Murray Mallee Board at the Wanbi
Research Centre and inspected the work there. Lengthy discussions took ptace
on the need o amend the Act to provide penalties {or allowing sand drifi to
encroach on to neighbouring properties. This concern occupied the Board's
agenda for many years, and eventually resuited in an amendment to the Act,
section 6]

In 1955 the Advisory Commitiee again visited the Wanhi Research Centre, where
it met both the Murray Mallee and Upper Eyre Peninsula Boards and inspected
work in progress. Further lengthy discussions took place on the nead to amend
the Soil Conservation Act.

Following funther submissions from the Board, the Advisory Committes submitied
& recommendalion to the Minister in 1959, and in 19680 the Soil Canservation Act
was amended o include section &1

In 1861 the Committee spent three days in the Board district and inspected all
major drift problems with the Board and the Soil Conservator, Wr. J.A. Beare. A
lengthy discussion toak place on the problems of local committees in dealing with
offences under section 6j.

In 1268 the Committee spent three days with the Board, meluding an inspection
of the so called “tiger country® then being considered for development south of
Pinnaroo, well ouiside the Board's district. This is now included in the area
covered by the Ngarkat and Scorpion Springs Consearvation Parks.

Aninteresting Board comment made after this Advisory Committee visit was that
"the visit did not achieve any specific purpose”,

The 1973 visit of the Comimittes focussed on improved farming methods,
revegetation in the Murtho Forest Reserve, and various ergsion trouble spois in
the Northern Mallee.

Once again there was a lengthy discussion at a joint mesting with the Board on
proposed amendments to Section &) of the Act relating to the responsibilities of
landhicldears to pay for the costs of removal of sand drift cavsed by them.

During the Committee's visit 1o the Murray Mallee Board in 1881 the evergreen
subject of amending section 8] surdaced yet again. Fortunately by this ime a sul
committee of the Advisory Committee had done its homewark and the Board was
grateful to learn of the proposed amendmenis, in particular section 6j{2} "a
person who commits a breach of subsection (1) of this section {i.e. allows soil
wash or drift onto other land through Bad management) shall e guilty of an
offence and on conviction shall be liatle to & penally of ane thousand dollars, and
shall be liable for the payment of costs or part thereof of removing the soil”.

20



This saga lasted 27 years - a testament to the tenacity of the Murray Mallee
Board. Ironically there was naver a prosecution under section 8.

The Advisory Committee was back within two years. The major drought of
1982433 prompted an eatly return visit to inspect conditions, especially east of
Loxton towards Paruna.

The most recent visit of the Soil Conservation Council, the successor io the
Advisory Committes on Soill Conservation, was in July 1897,

21



CO-OPERATION WITH DISTRICT COUNCILS

From the heginning the necessary invoivement of district councils with soil
conservation was recognised. The Board has always attempted to work with
coundits, sometimes in the face of stff opposition. The district council
representative on the Board is elected by the Councils within the district and has
the special task of maintaining laison with the Murray Mallee councils,

lin 1949 the Sail Conservator, R Herriot, spoke {o all Murray Mallee councils,
and E.A. Bollbusch was commissioned to do likewise in 1853, Ha was well
received by the Loxton Council, but the others were hostile.

Eventually councils saw benefits in co-operating and by 1852 anly Browns Well
and East Murray refused to co-operate. After further discussions in late 18558
Browns Well councillors supported the Board.

Following the 1858 droughi the Board sought the assistance of all councils in
assessing road drift probltems, and provided considerable assistance in handling
the problems. By 1968 co-operation with councils proved so successiul that
roadside ercston was virtually non-sxisient.

The occasional roadside drift problem which arises is now dealt with by the
particular councll concerned. Only in extreme situations do the councils seek
assistance from the Board or the district soils officer.

Throughout the 1960's and early 1970's, lizison with District Councils was
maintained through the elected Council Representative on the Board, In 1977,
the Board decided to send a copy of its minutes to each Coundll, but after several
meetings, it was considerad better to send a newsletier. Soil Board News was
subseguently distributed to Councils highlighting the issues of mutual
importance.

During the 1982/83 drought drift onio council roads was a major problem,
aspecially east of a line from Loxton to Alawoona. Councils were able o access
a 75% financial subsidy from the Primary Producers Emergency Assistance Fund
to remove sand drift from roads.

Currently Board contast with logal coungils is maintained through the lacal
gevernment representative on the Board, and copies of Board minutes are gnge

again sent to local councils for information.
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THE BOARD AND LEGISLATIVE CHANGES -
A NEVER ENDING STORY

The Board from its inception sought to impose restrictions on cultivation. it saw
s0il conservation orders as ineffective because they were a case of shuiting the
stable door after the horse had bolted. Considerable discussion took place on the
rieed o introduce an amendment to the Act which would prevent irresponsible
cuitivation.

Discussions with the Advisory Committee are detailed elsewhere, but some detail
on Board deliberations is given below.

19/4/49 - The Board recommended “that all landholders give one month's notice
of their intention to break up any land between July 1st and June 30th in any
year, to all adjcining owners or goccupiers” This recommendation was rejected by
the Advisory Commitiee.

47153 - An atternpt io have clauses compelling erosicn control inseried in leases
was rejected by the Land Board.

2317451 - The contral of fallowing was discussed at a combined meeting of
boards and the Advisory Committee in Adefaide.

24/9/53 - The need for notification of intent to fallow was re-appraised.

4/3/54 - The Board suggested & new approach for a possible amendment as
follows:

a) farmers o declare their intention to {allow

b} ofienders {0 be subject 1o a penally.

2373155 - After receiving notice that this approach was unacceptable, a
deputation {A.R. Birch, T.G. Vowles, E.A_ Hollbusch) was sent to see the Minister
of Agricuiture,

20/3/56 - It was reported that the deputation got a sympathetic hearing.
8/8/57 - The matter had not been resolved, and ancther deputation was planned.

512/57 - E.A. Rollbusch attended a meeting of the Advisory Committes in
Adelaide, and made a strong case {or amending the Act. This proved to be the
turning point, and the Committes began the lengthy procedure of amending the
Act, which included the addition of section 6] in 1960, However this did not fully
satisfy the Board.

In March 1877 the Board asked the Committee to amend section 6] to make
provision for the recovery of the cost of removal of sand fram reads and
neighbouring properties. This proposal arose out of the inability of councils to
recover the cost of removing dnift sand unless a scil conservation order was in
force. Even then recovery costs only applied to sand drift accurring after an order
had been made.
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in February 1889 the Board was briefed on the proposed Soil Conservation ang
Landcare Act by the Chiaf of the Sail and Water Conservation Section, Roger
Wickes. The Board obvicusly feit comfortable with the new legislation and made
few comments at its meeting in July 1985 after reviewing the Green Paper. More
recently proposed amendments o the Act were considerad by the Board in 1986,

100th Board meeting, March 1981
Reg French, Bob Herdoml, Allan Beare - the State's first three Soil Consanvalors.

150th Ecard Meeting, August 1884
Fasl and present Board members and suppan staff,
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SOIL CONSERVATION ORDERS

The first application for a Soil Consarvation Crder was received in Novermnber

1548 - very soon after the Board's {ormation.

This was very much a test case and considerable intepretation of the Act was
necessary to establish appropriaie procedures. The procedure adopted has
largely been followad since, except that evidence was taken on oath on thig
occaston and this has since been deemed unnecessary.

To 1880, 256 applications were received but only 12 hearings were bean
necessary and 11 orders actually made.

At the end of 1980, only two orders were in force {Nos, 25 and 28), both in the
Wallingion East area. The land subject to order no. 24 was acquired by the
Crown in 1976 under Section 8 of the Soil Conservation Act.

Application Results

1. Karoonda Council v. AW, Cushion Withdrawn after hearing

2. trs, O.E. McGuiness v. C. & M. O'Malley Order made 1550

3 .5, Evans v. F.G. Berger Withdrawi prior to hearing
4. Loxton Coungil v, WA, Freundt Wilhdrawn prios to haaring
5. J.R. Fraser v. H. Seidel Withdrawn price to hearing
8. Karconda Council v. C.R. Venus Withdrawn prior (o hearing
7. R. Thome v. C.A. Venus Cismissed {Section 130}
B, Loxton Council v, E.D. Hanisch Withdrawn prior to hearing
8. AG. Woeldridge v. W.G_ Newel Order made 1958

10 M. Darling v. H. Zieglar Eismissed {Section 1300
i1, <. Malthews v. J. Chambers Withdrawn prior to heanng
iz Mannum District Council v, J, Chambers Crder made 1958

13. Mimister of Agriculiure v. LS. Mann Crder made 1955

id, C.T.5. Shilion v. AH. Page Withdrawn prior 10 hearing
15, Brown's Well Coundil v, H. Wallis Withdrawn prior fo hearing
6. R, Hutchinson v, Mrs, B, Little Order made 1962

7. D. Evans v. W.G. Schubert Crder mads 1863

118 Brown's Well Council v. P. & £.0. Paull Withdrawn pricr to hearing
18 Karoonda Council v. B.G_ &E. Berno Withdrawn prior to hearing
20. iirs. B.E Francis v. Mrs. N. Jude Withdrawn prior ta heanng
21. eningia Council v, Mrs, K.5. Potler Order made 1965

2z, tMeningie Council v, Mrs, K.5. Potier Order made 1874

23, JD. & NL Ennghtv. I.E.E. McCulloch Whithdrawn prior to haaring
24, Minister of Agneuliure v. B.E. Potier Order made 1574

25, J.A. Hawke v. Placid Estales Piy. Lid. Order made 1578

28, wrs [ Marra v. Emersld Securities Pty Lid Order made 1978

Following the proclamation of the Soil Conservation and Landcare Act in 1989,
the Scil Conservation Council prepared detailed procedures for making soil
congservation orders. The emphasis is still strongly on achieving veluntary co-
operation. However no orders have baan made in the Murray Mallee District
since 1978,
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GENERAL PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION

In the early days, drift contro! was the chief concern of the Board. Publicity was
directed towards careful cultivation and the use of rye for stabilizing sand drift,
The Board's first field day was held at Loxton in conjunction with the Murray
Valley Development League, the Loxton District Council and the Loxion
Agricultural Bursau in late 1952, when the properties of T. Anderson and R,
Thisle were inspected.

By 1951 there was a greater awareness that soil congervation was more than
controlling sand dnift. Better farming methaods, pasture improvement and rabhbit
contro! were frequently discussed. The Board asked that research be carried out
on suitable pasture species and the fzilure of rye straw to persist for more than
two years after sowing. The Wanbi Research Centre was established at this time
and Board members made their first visit on 11/3/53. They noted "that snail
clover had made a good showing”!

Farm plans were prepared for Board members E.M. Edwards and J.A. Rackham
as a guide to future development, and to demonstrate the benefits of farm
planning.

fn 1956 the Board begun more active promotion. Slides were collected for use at
Bureau meetings. The value of super ammaonia {or sowing dift was emphasized
iollowing succasshul trials at Wanbi.

In 1859 mambers began to write aricles for local papers, and preparation of a
bocoklet on mallee farming began. Unforiunately this was not persevered with.

In 1858 clover demonstration plots were sown and this work continued on a
range of sites until 1963.

In 1962 it was decided that general publicity on drift control was now largely

unnecessary but that there was a nesd {or improving soil fertility on most farms in
the distriet.

The program was aimed at increased superphosphate use, the introduction of
legumes, and better all-round langd use and managerment.

Research work at Wanbi Research Centre had provided the basis for this
program, Harbinger medic had proved itself and for the first time the basis fora
sound by farming program was avallable for the drier areas.

In 1563 a major program was planned and carried out:-

Members addressed 1D Bureau branches.

K. Wilson addressed 6 councils. A series of six press anticles weare published,
37 drift contro! posters were distribuied and three radio talks given on drift

control.

Displays were exhibited at three Bureau conferences.
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A booklet "Sand into Soil" {Murray Mallee District Soif Conservation Board, 1863)
was prepared for distribution to all farmers together with advice ai field days.

Pre-view field days were held with local commitiees; the booklet was distributed
to 1600 farmers plus District Councils and Rural Youth Clubs.

Six field days were held with total attendance of 325 farmers.

This intensive program in 1263 helped to create a new environment in the Mallee
as farmers became much more receptive 1o new infermation. The exiension
program of the Department of Agriculiure in the Mallee capitalized on this
sitwation. Attendance at Field Days at Wanbi Research Centre Jumped from 100-
150 in the 1950 to 400-500 in 1864, Harbinger medic sales in the Mallee went
from & tonnes in 1984 1o 76 tonnes in 1966,

Murray Maflee Soif Conservation Board will conduct o SQIL FERTILITY
FIELD DAY

at

WYNARKA

L=11]
WELVESOLF A6™ GOToaLE /965

Beginning at 1 .30 p.m.

Everyone intergsted in Soil Conservation i Invlied to attend

YOuR s0ARD MEMBER 15
AR AW CEtras, ARrooeral.

LOCAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE ...

KARQONDA BORRIKA
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During the eariy '60's, careal rye plots were sown an farms o demonstrate ils
valus to provide initial cover on diift sand. The value of 3.1 super-ammonia was
also dermnonstrated at these sites, and at the Wanbi Ressarch Cenire.

Interest in stock management also improved dramatically. There was more
interest genarated in integrated land management, farm subdivision, and
watering plans than the advisory staif could handle during the mid to late 1870's.
{see McCord and Polter, 1972).

Superphosphate Use

Fublicity toward increased use of superphosphate was a maijor concern of the
Board and therefore deserves special mention.

12/7/48 - The Board recommended that the Minister of Agriculture approach
Fertilizer Sales Ltd and 5.A. Railways re early delivery of super.

47150 - Fertilizer Sales Lid., was asked to give priority o ereded farms when
supplying super.

23/7/51 - The severe eifects of super raficning was discussed at a
mesting n Adslaide

21/8/51 - Fertilizer Sales Lid., was reguested to set aside super for
gnift contral - member to submit names of desenving
farmers and inspect resulis.

28i2i52 - Fertiizer Sales Lid., advised that super set aside was
exhausted by November 1851.

25/2/64 - Af the invitation of the Board representatives of Fertilizer

Sales Ltd., met the Board at an informal meeting. A
program of co-operation was formulated.

This was a very comprehensive program involving extension through formal
hadigs such as Agriculturzl Bureau Councils and specific groups set up at
meetings arranged by Fenilizer Sales Lid. Publicity was through on-farm
contact, brochures and newsletiers fo ail farmers.

In addition numerous demanstrations were set up - the main ones baing paddock
scale superphosphate demonstrations on which records were accumulated.

Curing the 1962-66 perind, close liaison with Feartilisr Sales Lid., was maintaingd
and the district use of superphosphate recorded. The causes of farmer
reluctance to purchase extra super were determined.

Tonnage Superphesphate (Murray Mallee)

1862/63 40 524
1863/64 51 G33
1964/65 b7 758
18965/66 81 118

Howeaver, with the demise of Fertiliser Sales Lid., a joint Teriliser sales body,
records of individual companies were not readily availakle and the listing was
discontinued.

A joint symposium in 1965 belween Fertiliser Sales Lid and the Board entitled
"The Production Potential of the Murray Mallee" was recaived enthusiastically.
As a result restraints in bank lending to farmers were eased, enabling greater
use of superphosphate, with the promise of greater praductton.

28



BIG CROWD

AT FIELD

B very good attendance <f over 70
fcllowed the Agricullural Field Day last
Wadneeday ot 1he properties of Messis B.
I. Vowles, B. Amold and Wox Westbrook
of Loxton.

Mr. Juhn Patler, |he Congervalar ol Holls,
infroduced Mr. T. M. G Vowlos, who welcomed
Mezxsrs Bocb Baker. A Tidemop ond mombera ol
the Loztan Branch ol the Deporimend of Agricul-
bure and the larmore who were presenl.

Mr. Wowled sabd ke was. o Lo ihe properky of M
particuIaTly pleased Lo see n Koy arnchd, where Mr. Oohb
peod mttrndance of  pawny Biker explalned That pucsl
Tecmtya sl the Geld day ma, |=chls In dhls didricl Jack 1wn
YEATA ARO, pEFLCUIATEY (R Fkent nutrlenta, nrdren wml
Fngland, 1he vowng pegple | pruspiute. Phoaphale coa b
with hetow avecmye mental: |put bRtk by repulsr mpplica-
tly werg put inlo agelcullurs, Jtlone of aufsr either when
bul things were fer glflcrent soarlng  ornpH o the Lop-
bty wilh the young poople |dressing of subbie pasiures
Leklng & keon tnteeest In Lhe or pasiuces, mnd the cheap-
Iptrat  agrlevttucal Govelop- 1¢28 way of replacing mieg-
menta. He <ontinued lhl‘limn wid Ehe establinhment
The young people wren Ihvn:_n!' lepumes However b coukd
onres Lo fpabor 1alan b wupplied from Lo

Mr, Vowles conthhuesd thal ©
he thought LhAL this country .
would rot rench ks peak forl
arother d& yeors, and it wias

Fartilisar

Eacn af the wheol tregls

«f |[IFln had an zppfication of
wsaential thut supor Wan put |F TP o
Inba the gpround And s pood | ©7E hundredwrig bl Augaer
cover b et om the aoib we a and piil ane il nlcrogen,

good lenaon could be painga [P Ve 11 prunds altrogrn,
Trorm the notth coesl of ad.; PRl Lhree T3 pounds mitro-
rich, which wiw vitbuglly aifen  ATCE the irpecllen of
waterfeas  Lreelods Fepion e wineat and witragen ol
whilch DRR  eorae  ahgut | UME tour mowved o (he prop.
through mans corefershenn e Erly ol Mo BT Vowles,

gllowing arosion ta get out | WRETE M0 Feler Mowett awt-

Plined Lke imporémnt inta i

13 . : B poin

© }:u Folt sad 0 JIRe crladElemesL of Anmagi
r # v

Mid | legumer pooluces, The Arst
ANOTL qddre thet the man ".\ebll‘.:' lhcpmwmg.m'.t‘ wh::::h

nim of every farncer should | Wy  mporonl for the fArear
be to nnprove the tenlbitty | gagy ﬁ the pleol musl be
of hiz moi! mnd thle wiutd | pige 1o yet goed for the mext
ratucdlly grow Bellef cbOpd. wear The egconvneaded rale
He added thet i IRe Loxien: jg 2 ua. p=r RCEC  bhe Elese
delrich  Anere WOTE 39T for ncwinp &8 eArly @ prac-
F"\ﬂlbd T hepd, &lhers he ’Btﬂ-!ii:ahh‘:. dtplll ul .-:uwl.n;;
WATE MOE Ao [;Wd: and Aur-. 13-2" 1 Lhe “Khl H*JIIJ}' FHN

Ing the siterncon the Mebd- .
diy wauld maow: e diftrcent Meihod of Sowing
Tirre: mr; Lwg snethods ot

properiles 1o inepect plols,
wROErEOIng LTHRER Uiy, buth wif mdkvants

At bk concluRion of his: B and disedvnniages. The
wddresy he gathering rowved: firse  method  of  secding
_ _ -Ilhmliﬁh whdkr e cerrol
Ferop a1 be chempey  ereLid.
Howewlt the ensnng wirug-
whe for survival againl ke
arrinl crop cobi have op
Jalverse el op the Popumne,
1850 of The crop I3 sprevedd
thy  weadieeda which  would
AfMecl Lhe aclting of aped of
L T T L

Depariment of
Aanculture

FIELD DAY

Wanbi Research
Cenire

Ing; lepumey Iy 1o 30w on

Alubive  proond, preflTeRy

Tuesday, 18l October Girea 1h ory betore the
{3 wporeng ralnd Ao RUGW tho.

=t 3 pm wreds 1o et b maxsaum

Rededt of raomlure However
ihr  preateyl Arowback o

OFENING ATLDRESE:
Mr. A Jd. K. Walker,

Chlef, Division of Plam|thiz nelhod e bhe posybllily
Enpdustry af o ke break omd the
PHOGHAMME: Lgrnininalgn of 3edd acd ro

' fol.ower ram.

i The galhering Lhen  in-
spectegl Vhe  Lrial  ppbots nff
eloere whath had bern town.
The ficnl piot roniained Har-
et Clever. the ssrend ron-
Lalned Firrel Medic 373 as

Mittapen nn Cereale
Rartey Yarlsnes
Sheep Wosnl g
Aflertoon Tek
Everybedy Wreltoan-

SRR

Loxton Kews

25

The kel melhed of aect- -

DAY

.new specien, rnd the lhird
: Horwger #Medle waleh hied
| whawn exoelgnt growlh an
1 lhe hpit skndy moll wirere it
| wag rTawing. The thres plote
iwere Aoawn gL Line role of
‘ihree pounds of aeed per

gCre withe one cwl. of aupmer
I

Tiwe gatheang Lhen  ao-
| apected & ebend of Iucerne on
another peddack which prov-
a4d la be ko pecd heal.

Poslure fFround
Mr. Folter said thai al-
thaugh  Tacerne  had  been

provern &8 A& paglurs and will
pEraw el on gl Randy dabl
b owas nol  recommendesd
Arechcd o sow it om bertor
verrxl  prowing: paddocka.
which were requred far can-
Litual Crappamg.

Mr. Prter Mowetl wedded
Lhat  ucdbne  FRABIUTES  Te-
apand and repsy handaomely
o reguler fop drogetog of
puperphvaphate, but . lx
| mecepgaTy ko renovate the
atand of luerens by regular
vullivalion preferably overy
fecond  yedr. Mr.  Mowelt
xnkcl vhAat e ETREINE o |w-
vkt'ne an n pasture  nepded
eomne core o nee Phot bhe
erown of the planl wasni
demupged, om om  thiz the
plEnl Jdepanda fur ils enecrgy
1a hwelict wp BEEabn

Gruring

Fite hamt oway of Frazing
! lgcerne wea explained tiat it
‘mhonkl B hepvily  Erazed
oyer L xnort perieds tnen the
Aock  sheald  Be remaved
- from the prrdork albegslhor,
Bnd e pociback shvoid be
tef% wniagohed wnlil whe piant
bogihe Lo Mower wgeln.

Cnien Wesd

Anolher demonaleelvn
which deew & ot of altentlern
WERH [t DregTamne of £rskl-
cnlton of onlpn wred on an-

iolhtr acclion of Mr. Yowles
- progery. Mr. A. Tideman
bkl Ehal onocn weesd was
TAIZNGNE ® Fredl  economlc
losx wn wcrcnl ETOWIDE ACERS,
el way b zmed of ersdice-
o Wad B OEQUC VEAT G-
!grummn nf hoilding wp feqil-
iy and pmatures ba comprin
Wwilh onioa weeed as b dewwn'l
likr canepetmsgn,  Bul ook
TP s me muat e adhered
Ly af Mgilueee #F 1Rke eFAskch-
| Larn wiy  anewvilndle, The
. retomnmended fvur pear pra.
Frareme forf Salon wobd cons
trol: the frgt yenr ix dicw
caltlyatlen o Febreary or
Mareh: the gecond yoar, dry

cultivatlen nmc the spwing
of & rereul crop: the Unrd
YT Lhe Blabbfc zhadid oo

xown Wit o pRsLUN: Lo Sans-
pole with the weesl: wnel the
rourthe wear. (he  wasture
anoutd  he Lopdbreseed  wiih
euperphiosphole. Mroo Tl
MEAN %aic wm oenclusier that
Fhe eradieziion may lake ug
be bem years for  corplels
e, bul owowld win Iin ke
MR TUR.

WCoodbrged on Page B

26/5/62



MOVING MOUNTAINS
THE CHESSON - MINDARIE PROJECT

The Board was concerned for many years about the presence of large, unstable
sand dunes which were unsightly, a haven for weeds and rabbits, a threat to the
stability of adjacent land, and aithough occupying in total a very small area, gave
the Mallee a bad name. The Mindarie and Wanbi areas were high on the list of
CONCETNs.

The Board was therefore most interested in July 1975 to leam about proposals
for a Federally funded soil consenvation program which was to provide 5110,000
for capital works in South Australia. The Board saw a golden opportunity to deal
with these problem areas, and was anxiocus to submit proposals.

After many meetings proposais for a major project were developed, although as it
happened the Board was not included in the first round of projects.

At first the Board proposed using the funds to buy a large 4WD bulldazer o be
made available to landholders (o leve! drifting and ridges ptior to seeding. The
tulldozer would be available at subsidised rates and be managed by a local
council or contractor.

In October 1879 following further news about the likelihood of Commonwealth
funding being availabls it was resoived:
"That the Board commaence with a group project in the Hundreds of
Chesson and Mindarie™

By then it had been decided that it would be better to engage private earthmoving
contractors to do the bulldozing, as the logistice angd management of a Board
owned bulldozer would create problems.

There was much discussinn on the levels of subsidies o be paid but litile
progress was made with activities because of delays in funding.

Finally in September 1881, six years after the first infimation of project funding
the Board was advised that $30,000 would be available under a State funded
Expanded Soil Conservation Program (ESCP) which mirrored the National Soil
Conservation Program {NSCP} funding for group projacis.

In Nowvermber 19681 datails of the pronosed project were outlined at a joint
meeting of the Board with senior Agriculiural Department personnel at the Wanbi
Research Centre. A sum of $28,000 was allocated for the project for capital,
operating expenses and subsidies to June 30, 1982. At this meeting the Board
approved the proposals and ratified a priority list of 16 properties for
consideration.

When nothing further had happened by mig February 1982, and with time for

land preparation for seeding running cut, the Board Chairman wrote to the
Minister of Agricuiture seeking a deputation to push the matter.
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Finally on March 4th 1982 the Minister announced the inauguration of the ESCP
and the initial allocation of funds otaliing 3151,400 Stalewide.

The Board swung into prompt aciion and convened a meeting on March 23rd
aitended by 18 landholders, representing 13 properties of which 10 were
nominated for inclusion in the project.

Project agreements were drawn up and signed during property visits which
began on March 28th after which works summary sheets were prepared for each
properiy.

The first bulldozars moved in at the end of March and despite the late start some
140 ha of unstable dunes were lavelled and a iotal of 485 ha sown to rye with
super ammonta by June 30th at a fofal cost of 10,868,

Despite 2 severe drought in 1982/83, most project areas grew a satisfactory
cover - a fribute to the methodology developed over many vears of research and
exparience in the Mailee (Blencowe, 1957). This success provided the impetus
for sceptical landholders fo get invoived in the project and take advantage of the
cost sharing incentives (Allen, 1987}

Following this protracted, uncertain start the project went from strength to
strength driven by the enthusiasm and determination of the Board and the
technical officers supporting it - Richard Wood, who gave great support during
the first year, and later Peter Butlerd Geolf Kew.

By the end of the project in December 1987 a total of 300 ha of unstable dunes
had been bulldozed, 2000 ha sown to nye and super ammonia and Skm of
temporary fencing at a total cost of 162000 of which $100400 was provided by
the ESCP. The total did not take into account at least another 335,000 incurred
by co-operating landholders in levelling, clearing, burning debris after bulldozing,
seeding operations, seed and costs of erecling fences (Berger, 1983).

The overall inpact on the Mallee has been cuistanding. The Chesson Mindarie
preject significantly reduced hard core land degradation and stimulated the
community to tackle the causes of land degradation. The nett result is that the
reclaimed areas are now part of the Mallee's production base and are
contributing o the region's profitability and sustainability.

The Chesson-Mindarie project was the subject of the first maicr repornt by the
Board in almost 4G years (Berger, 1993) It was in sharp contrast with an earlier
report which dealt solely with the problem of badly drifting farms {Birch and
Blencowe, 1365).

The Chesson/Mindarie Project was the forerunner of a number of similar
piojectas. These were the Browns Well, Holder, Bovrika, Nildottie and
Faorster/Bandon projacis. The Browns Well project was funded by the National
Soil Conservation Program, the others by the expanded Soil Conservation
Program.

A total of BG landholders participated in these group schemes to which State and

Federal Governments contributes 5211,800. Total farmer inputs are unknown
but are probably of the order of $150,000.
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THE DISTRICT PLAN

fn 1988 the Soil Conservation and Landcare Act 1989 replaced the old Soil
Conservation Act. A major innovation of the new Act is the requirement for a sail
conservation Board to develop a "district plan " for all the land in its district
{section 36).

The district plan should identify for all the land with its district .

. the classes into which the land falls

the capability and preferred uses of the land

the uses to which the land is being put

degrated arcas of land

the nature, causes and extent of that degradation

the measures that should be undertaken for the

rehabilitation of each particular type of

_ degradaticn and

. the land management practices best svited o preventing
the degradation of the various classes of land.

In addition boards are reguired 10 develop a program outiining their proposed
activities for the next three years { commaonly known as the three year plan) for
the conservation of land within the district, for the rehabilitation of degraded land
and for all other activities praposed in implementing the Act during this periad - a
somewhai daunting task the first time around.

Cn 4/10/19849 the Board held a special meeling at Wanbi to initiate the
devaloprment of its first district plan which was to be prepared concurrently with
the West Broughton Beoard's first district plan. Glenn Gale, a senior soils officer
stationed at Jamestown was appointed to develop both plans under the direction
of the two Boards.

At the meeting many suggestions for content were discussed, but above ali the
necessity for the Board to "own" the plan was emphasised. Members weare
asked to provide the background details and the recommendations which would
he drafted and edited to the Board's satisfaction.

A supplementary publication would also be prepared for distribution to all
landholders in the district,

At the nexd meeting on 25/15/82 more details of the praposed district plan were
give under the following categoties -

a description or stocktake of the disirict
land management prablems in the district
appropriate management recommendations 1o address
the problems

- extension achvities and programs to develop and
implement the three-year program

. other relevant information.
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On 10/4/91 the first drafts of pottions of the district plan were presented to the
Board for comment, and at the following meeting on 3/7/91 three priority issues
for the thres year plan were identified -

. property mnagement planning
. soil fertlity / pasture / rotations
. rabbit eradication.

The gestation period proved to be lengthy. This was understandakle as the
Murray Mallee and West Broughion district plans were the first in South Australia.
However by February 1992 the draft district plan was released for public
comment, and public meetings were held at Loxton, Lamerco and Karaonda to
discuss the contents.

By June 1982 the plan was “ready for printing” but there was a delay because the
maps which form an integral part had been held up in production. Members were
so concerned at the delay that the Board wrote to the Soil Conservation Council
expressing its concern about the hold up of the district plan release and the fact
that “the credibility of the Board is at risk in the cammunity”.

If was a great relief to the Board, when after ong or two false starts the district
plan was jointly launched with the West Broughten district plan by the Minister of
Primary Industries the Honorable Terry Groom, at Murray Bridge on 15/2/1993,

The two distitet plans set a benchmark for other boards which had begun the
process of prepanng their district plans, and many followed in the next 2-3 years.

The cost of preparing the first two district plans were met by the National Soil
Conservation Program. Some 800 copies were printed, and such was the
demand that few remain.

Launch of Distict Plan, March 1933

Chair, Mike Kluge {right) with Hon Terry Groom, Mimster of Agricullure
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The day after the launch the Board met at Murray Bridge and resolved that
"bonified {sic) land owners from the Murray Mallee by given a copy of the distict
plan", apparently on request, and that others cutside the district would have to
pay $10.00 a copy.

At the same time as the district plan was taunched, the Board issued a
supplementary bulletin "Are you farming for the future? which dealt with proven
salutions to problems ientified in the district plan - wind erosion, decline in soil
organtc matier and fertility, decline in remnant vegetaiion, rabbits and saline
groundwater recharge.

The goals of the three year program can be summarised as follows -
. adapting sustainatle land management

increasing soil stability and productivity
eradicating rabbits

s improvemenis fo the district plan
. developing a land care ethic
. improving the Board's effectivengss

Jt was recognised that it was most unlikely that all these goals would be achieved
in three years, and this has proved to be the case.

The legislation provides for the review of district plans every thres years, and
updating where necessary. 1 he disinict plan has since been reviewed but is held
up pending the proclamation of new amendmeants 1o the Soil Conservation ang
Landcare Act so that it can focus on specific issues (o be identified.

The proposed changes will require greater consultation with similar bodies, e.g.
ammal and plant control boards and catchment water management beards wholly

ar partly within the disfrict.

The existing three year programs will be extended to four years, and a review of
district plans will only be necessary every tive years.

Currentiy Lacal Acticn Plans [LAP'S] are being prepared.
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MANAGING NATIVE VEGETATION -
REGREENING THE MALLEE

During the early discussions on the Chesson-Mindarie project in 1981, the
Cepartment of Environment and Planning expressed concern that government
funds might be used o clear malleg scrub.

This concem was the result of a survey published in 1976 which described the
dramatic decline in remnant vegetation in the agricultural districts of South
Auystralia.

By 1992 some 73% of the Murray Mallee had been cleared, and a further 7%
was severely degradad. Apart from conservation parks, only 8% of the wallee
camprised non degraded native vegetatian,

The Board's response was that the removal of trees could cniy be sanctioned
wihere existing erosion was being aggravated by scattered trees. There was no
intention of sanciioning clearing on stable dunes.

Following the introduction of clearing controls under the Planning Act in 1983, it
became necessary for landholders to apply for approval to clear scatiered trees.
Applications on preject areas ware given high priority.

Regulations under the Planning Act proved unsatisfactory in slowing down the
rate of clearing,nd a new Native Vegetation Management Act was intreduced in
1885 to provide tighter controls over clearing. The Board agreed to help with
inspections and to give advice on erosion hazards.

However the matter did niot rest there. In 1890 the Native Vegetatton Council
asked the Board to develop a policy on the clearance of scattered trees as a
method of controlling current scil erosion problems. The Board agresd to inspect
trees creating a soil erosion problem and to defermine ongoing land
managament opticns with landholders. These included a requirernent that twice
the number of trees removed should be established in a more suitable location.

Subsequently in 1881 the inspection process was formalised so that a Board
member accompanied Departmental officers making inspections of native
veqetation to give advice on stabilisation methods.

Currently the Board is asked to comment on all applications except those dealing
with brusheutting or woodcutting.

The issue of native vegetation decline was highlighted in the 1893 District Plan
and the accompanying publication "Are you planning for the future?” The latier
described appropriate practices fo conserve native vegetation, and listed the
advantages of retaining native vegetation.

In the same year the Board adopted a set of fencing principles for Heritage

Areas. These were developed in conjunction with the Depariment of
Envirchment and Natural Resources, and dealt with fence placement, the
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location of gates for stock and vehicle access, fence proximity 16 treglines and to
high hazard areas.

In 1994 the Board decided {o give native vegetation management a higher
pricrity and as pari of the Local Action Planning {LAP) process agreed on active
vegetation management as one of "thres new goals”. Although it was agreed
that key targets be set for action, the issue did not surface again.

In 1293 Primary Indusiries stafi presented a draft Murray Mallee Revegetation
Strategy to the Board for information and cormment. The strategy (Good, 1984)
has as its chief aims :

. o show that revegetation can assist farm productivy and
sustainability as wall as playing a role in reversing the
dechne of soil, water and biodiversity

. o provide information which can be used by the Murray
iallze community in planning and implementing
revegetation projects.

It also identified the highest pricrity land reguiring treatment to reduce
groundwater recharge, between Cadell and Nildottie, and priority areas for
wildlife corridors.

In 1986 the Board was invited to integrate its activities with the revegetation
program of the Murraylands Lecal Government Association {CARE revegetation
project) - some 27 sites were planted in the Board's district over the three year
project.

The Board has also made a practical commitment to native vegetation

management by using project funds to buy and modify a tree planter costing
$8,500 and make it available for use by landholders.
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THE CARE PROGRAM
COMMUNITY ACTION FOR THE RURAL
ENVIRONMENT

This initiative which began in 1891, a joint effort between the Murray Mallee,
Murray Plains and Caorong and Districts Soil Conservation Boards and the River
Murray Water Resources Commitiee, was funded by the Murray Darling Basin
National Resources Management Sirategy.

The initial objective for the program was - fo reduce land degradation and
promote rehabilitation of natural resources in agriculiural industries and the wider
cammunity by providing a framework for focussed community participation in
natural resource management in the South Australian region of the Murray
Darling Basin.

The CARE program now much expanded, has provided a framework for
community leadership, contral and participation in natural resource management.
During the past seven years a wide range of activities in the region was funded
by the CARE program.

The initiatives for the first three years in the Murray Mallee included soil pit figld
days, a revisw of the District Plan and Three Year Program, promotion of

Property Management Planning Workshops, the “Diesel, Dollars and Dust® field
day at Borrika in March 1883, ang an Allernative Tree and Shrub Crop seminar.

Biesel, Dollars and Dust Field Day, Borika 1993
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From 1994 the emphasis has been on Local Action Planning introduced and
promoted by the Murray Darling Basin Commission to promote integrated
planning and implementation of on-ground works dealing with natural resource
management issues. Local Action Planning Committees have been formed
throughout the South Australian Murray Darling Basin area, including one in the
Murray Mallee.

For example increased groundwater recharge is a major issue in dryland areas of
the Murray Darling Basin in South Ausiraiia. 1t contributes to increased sali loads
to the River Murray. A study was made in 1995 to determine the extent and
severity of recharge as a basis for identifying priority areas ior Local Action
Pianning.

Other activibes included a survey of farming practices in the MNorthern Murray
Mallee, (Denys Slee et al 1936} and a subseguent background report which
focussed on barriere to the adoption of the sustainable farming practices
identified in the 1996 survey (Hannam, 1927). The result of the survey
highlighted the need for mere focussed research in the Mzllee region.

Subsguently the Board and other interested bodtes became involved in
negotiations with the Grains Research and Devetopment Corporaiton {(GRDC). A
tri State {S.A. N.SW. and Victoria) project has now been supported to assist in
the further devetopment of profitable and sustainable farming systems for the
MNorthern Mallee.

The Board will wark closely with the LAP Commitiees and the proposed
outcomes for this project are.

. continued suppont for research and investigations by agencies
and resgarch groups to develep minimum lillage systems

. financial suppornt for individuals developing machinery prototypes
to improve minirnem tillage systems

. suppeort for investigations/joint ventures for the development of
new machinery in collaboration with farm machinery

manufacturers and engineers.

These outcomies are consistent with the first twe of the Murray Malles Local
Action Plan.
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EPILOGUE

Hemarkable achievements in soil conservation and land use practices have
occurred over the past 50 years. When the Board began its work in 1948, the
Soil Canservation Act was virtually untried and wind ercsion was a feature of the
wvihole farming landscape. The Board has played a vital role in promoting sound
farming techniques, In spite of adverse seasonal,. financial and personal (farmer
attitude) problems.

Tremendous progress cocurred through the 1950's as farm income from sheep
improved and more superphosphate was used. Cereal rye sown early with the
limited machinery available showed great benefits, but the ferdility ‘boom’ of the
late 1850's and early 1860's was remarkable. The Board played a vital rele in
demonstrating the value of medics and higher rates of superphosphate.

Optimism faded a little in the later 1960's as a series of dry years and wheat
guotas took their toll.  Sheep carried many a family through these leaner years,
despite a severe drought in 1972 which forced a number of farmers to leave their
propetties and seek ocutside employment. Seasonal erosion increased.

Following two phenomenal seasons in 1873 and 1874, adverse cropping seasons
were again experenced from 1875-77. However, there was hittle serious soil
erosion, which affected surprisingly few properties, because of lessons iearned in
previcus drought years. Farmers were wary of preparing more langd for crop than
the seasonal conditions permitied.

During the 1870's and 1980's there was increasing emphasis on cereal cropping
- mainiy wheaat and barley as returns imprmred.

There was alse a rapid increase in conservation farming technigues - mainly
using blade ploughs, with some rod weeders, chisel ploughs ang trash workers
{see Departrnent of Agriculture, 19683}, The Board promoted a field
demonstration of stubble mulch farming machinery at the Wanhi Research
Centre in 1879 and showed a continued interest in tillage trnials at the Centre until
it was closed in 1986.

The winds of change have been just as striking in the Murray Maltee as in most
farming districts. What does the future hold?

The trend to bigger lillage and seeding machinery will continue as farmers strive
o achieve economies of scale, larger areas will be cropped, and paddock size
will increase 1o accomodate these changes. Stock management will be more
difficult with larger paddocks, and this may result in reduced emphasis on stock.

The trend to bigger farms and fewer farmers may be partly countered by the
development of localised areas of intensive irigation exploiting the groundwater
resources of the Muiray Basin. This development is capital intensive, bt as the
traditional market gardening areas closer o Adelaide dechne becauge of
urbanisation and other problems, opportunities for more distant areas will
increace.

The current explosion of wine grape plantings is also taking over dryland farming

areas within 5-8 km of the Hiver Murray and represents a huge capital invesiment
with establishment costs running at about 525,000/ ha.
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Rapid rises in the price of cropping land cccurred in the late 1970's and early
1980's, rany properties got bigger and iarmers moved into the larger towns.
There was concern that farms of 4,000 ha or more would prove too big for one
person to manage leading to greater weed and rabbit problems. Also many
subdivisian fences were removed to allow bigger cropping plant to be used, again
increasing the risk of land degradation.

By the 1980's, jallows still played an important role in Malleg farming and 2-3
workings were dane prior to cropping there was a good understanding of the
benefits of reduced tillage and stubble retention {Denys Stee et al; 19986).
Cropping was still dominant because of depressed wool and sheep prices, but
there was a recagnition of the value and importance of well managed medic
pasiures and the role they can play in baosting soil fertility and grazing potential.

Over the last 50 years the Murray Mallee Board has carved a fortucus path
through considerable obstacles oiten against unwarranted cpposition.

Born in the face of serious problems, with an untried Act as its only weapon, its
achievements are remarkable. The general improvement in the Mallee is largely
a monument 1o those who farm it but without the assistance of the Board, itis
doubtiul whether so much would have been achieved.

The Board continues to support activities which will lead o improvements in the
general welfare of the district - the District Councils, Agricultural Bureay,
Department of Primary Industries and Resources, fertilizer companies, banks
and the Board are all working together to provide a better way of iife for Murray
tallee farmers.

F. ; o ." ) . : 3
Soil Board trialing a land condition moniloring progran using
wind screen survey tochrgue with Andy WMo Cond {in the back of the car), 1896
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APPENDIX |

TERM |

1548-1851

E_i4. Edwards, Paruna - electad Council
Roprosontalive] 2/3/48

R.G. Beck, Depariment ol Agriculture, Chairman
A R. Birch, Mangari

JR. Rackham, Wynarka

AT. Dohnl, Forster 9449

J.P. Blencowe, Bepgarlmenl ol Agriculture, Chairman,

- vice Beck {lransfeired)

TERM I
1851-1854
E.M. Edwards, Chairman
J.R. Rackham
A_R. Birch
L. Von Doussa. Mindaie
J.E. Haby, Forster - vice Dohrd {deceased)
J.P. Blencowe - Secrelaryllisl
H.K. Bakewell, Narungh7/52
" E.A. Rollbusch, Nadda, Council Rep - vice Edwards
{retired)
AR, Birch, Chainnan 13753
T.W.G. Vowles, Wanbi - vice Yon Doussg (il heglth)

TERM IIf

19541957

AR, Birch, Chaiman

J.R. Backham

J.B. Haby

H.K. Bakewell

E.A. Boltbusch

T.RLG, Vowlas

J.B. Blencowe, Secretary2/9/54

LA Meissner, New Well20/3E6

E.A. Rolbusch, Chairman

H.W. Petras, Karconds - vice Rackham {retired)
Jid. Shannon, Loxbon - vice Birch {relirad)

TERM IV

1957-1960

E_A. Rolbusch, Chainman
J B Haby

H K. Bakewell

T MG Vowles

J.A. Maissnaer

HW. Pelras

JM Shannan

J.P. Blencowe, Sacralary

TERM YV

1960-1963

T.A.G. Vowles, Chairman
J. A Meissner

H W Petras

J .M. Shannon

K.R.G. Wilson

5 A, McFarizne

P I, Guerin, Secictary

¥ K. Henschke, vice Shannon {retived)
J 5. Poltar. vice Guerin {relieved)

TERM VI

19631986

HW. Pelras, Chairman
TG, Vowles

4.4 Maissner

K.R.C. Wilson

EW. Hage

3.A. McFardans

Vit Henschke

J.5. Potler, Secrelary

TERM VIl

1966-1969

HW. Peiras, Chairman

JA. Meissner

K.R.C. Wilsan

EW. Hags

¥.M. Henschke

M.C. Schulz - vice Vowles [retired)
D). Fuilston - viee McEarizne (relired)
G.M. Thomas, Secretany

TERA VI

19631972

J.A. Meissner, Chaimman
8.C. Bchulz

EW. Hage

i3.). Fullsion

¥.M, Henschke

G.C. Blackel

R.T. Kimber, Council Rep,
K.G. Welherby, Secrelary

TERM [X

1972-107%

J.& Meisgner, Chairman
G.C. Brackel

M.J. Dregemulter

D.). Fultstan

EW. Hage

WM, Hengchke

G Wall, Council Rep.
J.B. Schubed - wice Henschke (resigred)
K.G. Wetherby, Secietary

TERM X

19751978

0.4, Fullslon. Chairman
B.G. Schmidt

#.J. Drogemuller

J.B. Schubert

EW. Hage

5.C. Blackel



R.T. Kimber, Council Rep.
R4, Wood, Secielary

TEAM X

1978-1981

D). Fullslon, Chairman

G.C. Blacket

Y H. Atmann

B.G. Schroidt

J.B. Schubert

i) Kluge

H.8. Wood, Councill Fap. (deceased)
A.T. Pedler, Council Rep. vice Wood (deceased)
AWM. Wood Secretary

TERM XH

19611984

O, Fuliston, Chairman

J B. Schubert

Mi.k Klugs

G5.C. Blackel

B.G. Schmidl

M.E. Figlks

J.F. Bouphen, Counail Rep.
B.M. Wood, Secietary

TERM X1

19R4-1987

M.J. Kluge, Charman

JF. Cinham (deed 12/5/1285)

G.1. Durdin vice Dinham

M.E. Fiatke

B.H. Jacka

G.G. Schmidl

J.B. Schuben

J.F. Boughen, Council Rep

R.ii. Wood, Secrelary o 311211984
W, Davies, Secretary irom 11111585

TERM X1V

19871980

id.J. Kluge, Chaiman

M.E Figlke

GG, Schrl

R.H. Jacka to 30/6/1959

J. Berger vics Jacka fram 17771989
C.T. Durdin

t.0. Jaeschke

D.£. Hotking, Council Rep.
W R. Hack, Secrelary

TERM XV

1900-1583

). Kluge, Chairman
R.R. Smth

fh. Amold

C. 7. Durdin

WA Wirst
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J. Berger

F.R. Maynard, Council Rep.

W.H. Hack, Secratary to 317121930
Pf. Butler, Secrelary fram 1A1/1991

TERN ¥Wi

18931996

J. Berger, Chairrnan

R.R. Smilh

. A, Wurst

J. Aoherts

b, Kluge

T. Schiller

F.A. Maynard, Council Bep.
P.R Butler, Secietary

TERM Xl

19856-1935

J. Berger, Chaiman

BLA. Wirst

J. Roberts

K. Burdett

L. Sibly

T. Schilter

F R. Maynard, Council Rep.

P.B. Buller, Secretary o 31/12/1596
J. Murphy Secretary lom 17111997



APPENDIX H

Department of Agriculiure, Adelaide. 12th July, 1848 MURRAY MALLEE
DISTRICT SOIL CONSERVATION BOARD CIRCULAR

Dunng the short time that the Murray Mallee District Soil Conservation Board has
kreen in aperation, its members have received numerous reguests for information
concerning the operation of the Board and its relationship to farmers and District
Councils within its District.

This ieaflet has been prepared with a view to setting cut these matiers, and
clarifying if necessary, any misconceptions which you as a farmer, or a District
Council may have had conceming its functions.

The boundaries of the hurray Mallee Scil Conservation District, as at present
constituted, are shown on the accompanying map.

The dutiss of the Board are clearily stated in Section 6e of the Scoil Conservation
Act 1939-47, which reads approximaiely as follows:

To foster local interest in soil conservation

Te collect infermation as io soil erosion and sail conservation
within its district

To make any investigations required by the Minister of Agriculture
or the Central AdvisoryCommittee on Soil Conservation.

To make repons and recommendations to the Minister or the
Advisory Committes, on Sail Erosion and Soll Conservation.

To make ordars in accordance with the provision of Saction 13b of
the Soil Conservation Act (see later paragraph).

The aim of your Board is therefore firstly to develop the interest of the community
in which we live, in the prevention and conirel of soil ercsion, and secondly, to
see that any farmer desirous of controlling erosion is not unduly hampered in
catrying oui that desire by existing policy or any matters of administration which
are capable of some adjusiment. We share our educational and investigational
functions with the Soit Conservation Branch of the Department of Agriculiure, and
believe that this will add 1o the valuable work already done in our District by that
Branch.Considerable confusion exists concerning section {e) of our duties - those
concerning soil conservation orders.

The Board has no power to initiate any coercive action against any farmer or
District Council. it is the first responsibility of the farmer or District Council to
peacefully approach the adjoining landholder with a view to discussing
preventative measures and problems and arranging some mutual solution to the
satisfaction of both parties before any approach can be made to the Board.



APPENDIX 1l : Continued

The Beard then has to hear both sides and give a judgement which has no effect
until it is confirmed by the Cantral Advisory Committes on Scil Conservation in
Adelaide. This latter body is also responsible for seeing that its orders are carted
cut.

We should remember that each season’s fallowing programme will play an
important; part of the amount of drift in our district during the ensuing 12 months.
Prevention is far better than cure. Therefore you should discuss your failowing
pregramme frankly with your neighbour to ensure that his inierests and public
utilities are safeguarded.

This Board, as constituted, provides an avenue through which farmers can
approach Government on matters of Palicy. This object cannot be reached
without your wholeheaned co-aperation. We invite you to give consideration to
matters concerned with Soil Conservation which affect your welfare and that of
your neighbours., and we will be pleased to receive any suggestion which might
hea offered. Some matiers may not require a great deat of investigation, but if
your suggestion has something of merit, and on which the Board would like
further information, you will be invited to meet the Board to discuss the
matter.Because of the necessity to arrange ocur affairs well ahead, it is regretted
thai atiendance at Board meetings will, of necessily, be by invitation only. Any
matters you wish to raise may be done through any of the Board members ar
better still by correspondence, addressed to the Chairman, Murray Mallee District
Scii Conservation Board, Depariment of Agricuiture, Flinders Street, Adelaide.

The Board Members and their addresses are :

R.G. Beck, Assistant Soil Conservator, Depariment of Agriculture, Flinders
Street, ADELAIDE {Chairman)

AR, Birch, Farmer, NANGARI

E.M. Edwards Farmer, PARUNA {representing all District Councils within the
District).

A.T. Dohnt, Farmer, FORSTER.

J.B. Rackham, Farmer, WYNABRKA.
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APPENDIX 11l

NUMBER OF SOIL BOARD MEETINGS AND VENUES

Venug MNumber

Wanti &7
Karaonda 39
Loxion =7
Waikernie
Murray Bridge
Meningie
Paruna
Tailermn Bend
Swan Reach
Mannum
Claypans
Lameroo
Adelaide

g Alawoona
Q\,

Forator
ﬁ _-Nangasi._
> , Pe nda)
N\\J\» i Pu{g%ng_-_,
Browns Well
Paringa
Morgan
Mindarie _
East Murray
Unknown

‘ i e T R e A e T TR L v B = s % [ - T O N |

s
vz
-
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APPENDIX IV

Special Mestings and Inter-Board Visits

1954
1854
1856

1958
1861
1963
1964
1965

1966
1967
1968
1971
1973
1878
1876
1877
1878
1981
1883
1285
1885
1891
1894

1857

Visit of Advisory Committee on Scil Conservation

Visit of Murray Plains Board

Visit of Advisary Cammitiee on Soil Congervation ang Upper Eyre
Peninsula Beard

General Meeting of Board and all Local Committees

Visit of Advisory Commitiee on Soil Conservation

Visit of Murray Plains Soil Conservation Board

Visit of Ferliliser Sales Repraesentatives

Visit of West Broughton Soil Conservation Board Symposium -
"Production Poltential of the Murray Mallee”

Visit fromn Upper Eyre Peninsula Scil Conservation Board

Visit to Upper Eyre Peninsula S.C. District

Advisory Commitiee Visit

J. Brommell, Vermin Control Matters

Advisory Committee visit lasting 3 days

Visit from the Upper Eyre Peninsula Board

Visit to the West Broughton Soil Cons. District

Combined Maeting with LChM's at Wanbi

Research Needs in the Murray Mallee repori

Visit of the Advisory Committee

Visit of the Advisory Committee at the height of the 1882/83 drought
Combined meeting with Murray Plains Board at Swan Reach
Jubiles 150 joint Boards mesting at Clare

Visit to Eastern Eyre Peninsula and Central Eyre Peninsula Boards.
Joint Board's visit fo Murraylands Region - Eastern ang Central Eyre
Feninsula and West Broughton

Soil Canservation Council visit to Murray Mallee
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APPENDIX V

{;roups Incorporated under the Murray Mallee Soil Conservation Board

Date of Meefing Name of Landcare Group
Incorporation No.

112431 136 Karconda Revegetation Group

112181 136 Garralands Revegstation Group

o/11/91 135 Pinnarco Narth Farm Revegetetion Group

28M10/93 148 Soil Boards CARE Commitles

B/2/96 157 Swan Reach - Nildettie & Dislricts Landeare
Group

§/2/98 157 Central Riverland Corridars Projact

15/4/57 164 Murray Mallee Local Action Flan Steering
Committee

Northern idallee Perennial Fodder Group
{Northern Mallee Native Vegetation Group)

Forster Bandon Landcare Group

Wanbi Region Land Managment Group

Murraylands Low Moisture Bevegetation Group

Moorcok Trae Planters

Maniung - Maggea Land Managemeni

Assoriation

Borrika Lang Management Group
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APPENDIX V1
MURRAY MALLEE MILESTONES

1838

1835

1941

1945

1947

1948

1950

1953

1854

18556

1863

1865

1973

1974

1981

1982

1883

1885

REPORT OF THE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE -
ARECOMMENDED SETTING UP A SOIL CONSERVATION SECTION I
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

THE FIRST S0IL CONSERVATION ACT

BOB HERRIOT APPOINTED - HRST S0IL CONSERVATOR

SOIL CONSERVATION ACT AMENDED TO SET UP S0IL
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

MURBAY MALLEE SOIL CONSERVATION BISTRICT PROCLAIMED

MURBAY MALLEE BOARD APPOINTED ON MARCH 12TH
MURBAY MALEEE BOARD FIRST MEETS ON APRIL 15TH

MURRAY MALLEE BOARD'S FIRST SOIL CONSERVATION OREER

BOARD'S FIRST VISIT TC NEWLY ESTABLISHED WANEI RESEARCH
CENTRE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SOIL CONSERVATION MAKES ITS
FIRST CFFICIAL VISIT
FIRST INTER-BOARD VISIT FROM MUBRAY PLAINS BOARD

FIRST VISIT FROM UPPER EYRE PEMINSULA BOARD (NOW
EASTERN EYRE PENINSULA)

BOARD RUNS MAJOR PROGRAM TO BOOST SOIL FERTILITY
FIRST ViSIT FROM WEST BROUGHTON BOARD

A DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND IN COUNTIES ALEERT, ALFRED AND
PART EYRE IS PUBLISHED

THE FIRST MATIONAL SOIL CONSERVATION PROGRAM -
THE MURRAY MALLEE MISSES OUT

100TH MEETING OF THE BOARD AT KARCONDA

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE LAUNCHES THE EXPANDED SCIL
CONSERVATICH PROGRAM

COUG FULLSTON AWARDED AM. - MEMEER OF THE CRDER OF
AUSTHALIA

CHESSON/MINDARIE FROJECT BEGINS IN MARCH

JOINT MEETING WITH MURRAY PLAINS BOAHD AT SWAN BEACH
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APPENDIX V1 ! Continued
MUBRRAY MALLEE MILESTONES

1987

1289

1890

1991

1992

1983

1884

1685

1856

1897

1988

CHESSCN/MINDARIE PROJECT COMPLETED IN DECEMBER

SOIL CONSERVATION AND LANDCARE ACT PROCLAIMED
LANDCARE MOVEMENT BEGINSG

YEAR OF LANDCARE

PECADE OF LANDCARE BEGINS

FIRST WOMAN MEMBER OF BOARD - MEREDITH ARNCLD

FIRST MEETING OF LOCAL ACTION PLAN MANAGEMENT GROUP

MIKE KLUGE AWARDED MCKELL MEDAL FOR SOIL
CONSERVATION S0OIL BOARDS' CARE PROGERAM LAUNCHED

DISTRICT PLAN LAUNCHED AT MURREAY BRIBGE

JOINT BOARDS TOUR OF MURRAYLANDS
REGION 150TH MEETING HELD AT LOXTON

JO MURPHY SECRETARY OF JOINT BOARDS

SURVEY OF FARMING PRACTICES IN THE NORTHERN MALLEE
WANBI RESEARCH CENTRE CLOSED

GRDC CONSERVATION FARMING PROJECT BEGINS

BOARD 50TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER AT LOXTON - APRIL 157H.
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Miliestone for soil board

A mapne milesione was
reached by the Muorray
talice District Sail Con-
servatton Board last
Wedncsday when its
150th meeting was held at
Loxlom.

To mark the vocasion, lomser
members and boord scorelanies
wire invited 1o A Jinner 5 the
Loxton Hotel that night,

Priarto ts msting, $he board
el with Loxoon wepatable
prower Roben Haby an his
propedy ta discuss lznd man-

AZCMERE issUes assnctaled with
bt gated crops.

Eepreseatanives of the River
Muorrey Waicr Resourcesom-
mitlee were ofw involved in
the talks with Me Haby,

Enil bpard chaiman fohn

" Berger said some interesting

and wsefel soformation was
pained dorng thase talks,

Laog Stasinowsky, chaimman
of thee B oxton Waikenie Animal
snd Plant Coatro] Board, and
ez Schbtebs, the board secr-
izry, allended parl of e s0d]
booged mecting,

First
meeting
in 1948

The first mecting of the
Murray Maliee Seil Con-
servation Board was held
on Aprid 15, 1948,

Herb Petras and Geoff
Blacket, whi were atthe public
mechng in Karoonda in 1947
when the board was pro-
cluirmed, attended e dinner g
rnack the 1ixh meeting of e
board

Bothexprassed 5 fear diat he
pressuies on [RIMETs [0 in-
credse  production were
endangening long torm sail
LSV A<

Mr Blacket said he could nm
e thee {fte curvenr jandezr
thrust was amy diffesent than
the precvicus activibes of the
baard,

Mr Perrss recalled the em-
barrzeement of mombers when
landowpers failed o honous
Their commiments previoashy
agreed to, and dte board was
tmably o take schon booause
the pld soi) conservation act
facked weth,

Other former members af the
dinner included Mer Dwoge-
mwller, Vie Allmann, Vic
Henschke, Dick Jacka, Ken
Jamschke and Jack Schuben.

Wewds and vermin issues
were discussed ztong with so
CORECrAloN Mandgoiem on
land zdioining roads.

Wi Herper said sitong winds
late in May creatcd many drif
problems alosg roadsides in
a2 se1] board distnet.

“Eandowiners noad o b -
rdeeded of thetr shligatons
prevent soml erosien und algon
repair damage gn adioining
land af thexr cost.” saud M Bee
£er.

“Thas 15 part of the 3ail Con-
atian and Landcare Act™

The board esolved to keop
couneils anrd animal and plant
cantol boards informd whene
landowners are raquired (o
remicdy soil consavntion prob-
lems.

The soil beard s CARE pmo-
grarm, potn iy roadped with the
duiray Plains and the Conoong
thstdei soil boands, was dis-
cussed and activiues repaad
o,

Later his year (e Bumay
dailee hoard b5 hosting @ tour
of thatl regich by W Bastan
Eyre, Central Byre amnd West
Broughton som boards.

Al the dinner to mark he 150th Munaéahﬁaﬂea Soil Board mesling wora (from let) Mike

Kluge, ot Cleypans, Herb Pelras, of

rapnga, Jenny Robeds, of Karoonda, current

chaiman John Berger and Gooff Blacket, of Karconda. Both Mr Kluge and Mr Petras ara
tormer chaimmen of the soil boarng,

Mr Henschke mentioned tha
e had wsed a belbdocer to tevel
a wery large sandindl oo his
property in 1959, mach w the
concermn of the local council,
snil bocrd tnd other boce] famn.
ers.

Apnipgies were seceived
from a nember of formeos mem-
bers  beoause of other
commitments, whils both jzck
Bfeissner a former cheimnan
one! the ioagest serving hoard
member, and Trhoug Falien, an-
oiiver past chaimmaty, could noe
attend because af illaess.

Roger Wickes, sustutnable
TCEQUTEES Mandger with the
Bepartiwent of Primary Indos-

res, spoke gt e dinnet on the
board's history,

Mr Wickes commented on
sonnie of the more nodeblC rmem-
bers, their service and
achieveme s,

He oublined some of the dif-
Necubtics encowntered by the
board ond the positive aceivi-
ties to overcome land
depradation.

Hill Davies, Warrick Hack,
Fichard Wood, Andy McoCard
and Geoll Thomas, 20 Fomer
braed secretanes, also anended
the danmer,

Tributes were paid shout the
Sonbrtbut ioes many aof those ik
valved had made, with tand

MaNAECINEnl Praclices -
necred ID fRany instances.

Mir Thomas expressed the
apinton that Sguth Austalia
has the best soil cohstrvation
system and dhat the Madlee
Doard was the bestof the bast,

Mr Herper sd invulvemen?
wilh the board camies 1ot of
responzibilny, bul members
gan from the cxperence,

He said the boards had pro-
vided community lcadershin
el described those who harl
brten tovolved as the sttssmen
of 5ol conservation.

The Loxton Mews, Wednesday, August 17, 1994
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Support for dust comments

Support has been expressed foreomments
made by Murray Mallee Soil Conservation
Beard chaimtan John Berper about farming
practices which lead wo dust problems,

Brown's Well Councid chsinman Ken Griffiths
aprocs with the views eapeessed by Mr Boeger,

A faerer ar Alawoona, Be Grufiehs said over
cultivalicn creates the preohlem.

Wir Ganfliths saad somme Tarmers can peepare their
land wilhout creating a situation thar can lead to el
MevEmEnt,

He said that in addiion W dust, there s alse the
peaflern of sand defl omo reads,

“There 15 an meonsiderate aitude by some Fam-
ers wards road reserves and (heir acighbours'
Fences, ™ e added,

W CFriffihs was also critical of Primary Indusirics
SA. saving ot 1he deparement shoold heve been
showing Ihe way many yoars a3go in suslainable
farming practices for Malloe farmers.

“Instead, they closed the Wanhi agricaliteal centre
and sold .

“Thd centr shiculd have been wsed as 2 demon-
stestievn moxlet for furming pesctices v the Norhern
Malles

“However, a 104 of local farmers did not share my
views at the time and peokably still don'e,” he added,

Repiomal apronomist Bichard Wood satd effors
aee heing made 10 overcome the sioaton which
prompled bMr Berges’s commanis.

hr Weod said that while some Tarmers will nol
chapge, oshers are adoplmng new wehnigues

“Many farmers are interesied in changmp and the
halles sustainable farming projec momenloo bas
heen mamaimed,” san! b Wood,

“Bare [allow mp wecinmpaes anc gemsralby Waked a
a% beang unsuslainalie.

“Only o rcananable wind 15 needed o move top
sl ahoch means nuimients are Lost rom paddocks.”

&r Wood said people have socepted that luss Eor
s,

"However, over ihe last decade i bas beenreahsed
that losses have been more seriows in wind erosion

siations, with important outrients o from the 1ap
sl

FHie saud changes noed 4o e ecomamically sustain-
ablc eo be clicanve.

“The costs of Tarming have w0 be kept oo vicw, in
regard 1 any progeosed changes.

“lraprovercits i technigupes mean that Earmers
can opormice profiably withow bare fallow,”

Mr Wood sand commumines iogtay are gencrally
bhess wleranl to dust stoemes than msze was Bie case.

Ble sand the Monthern dalloe climane is o Bctor that
farimens st ke il acooum.

*Thus i3 a marginal area where Farmers have shown

«a grom deal of mzragement skill o view of the

rainfall vaganes they bave 1o contend with "

hr Wood said the Mallee sustainable larming
projecl, urder way inthree siates, i2 aimed 3t increas-
g the rdoption of more profitable, productive and
sustainable faroanng syslems i bow raindall cropping:
areas,

Depariments of agricullore in $4, 5% and Vic-
toriz are invelved along wule the Gradns Rescarch
and Dreevedopme ol Corporation and CSTRE

The Loxien News, Wednesday, Apnl 23, 1997
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