UROWN LANDS ACT AMENDMERT BILL,
Becond rending, '
The MINISTER of EDUCATION (Hon. J. H. Qor-

don) moved the second reading of » Biil for an Act to -

Amend fhe Crown Lands Aot of 1888 and for obher
purposes, It was chiefly to restily certain alips which

had been made in the 1888 Acb. Seotion 41 of that Act

over which thers was so much discussion and conside-
1ble opposition from the O i 1t was proposed to
repoal,- Olause 5 of Par( IIstated that the rent fixed
under geotion 40 of the principal Ach should be
charged as trom the expiration of the third year from
the date of the origlosl agreement or lease;
bub the person obtaining the lease in exchange should
be oredited with the following amouats :—** 1, As to
lands now or origically keld under agresment for pur-
ohase~ If the person eurrendering shall have elected
to take a perpetual lease, he shall be credited ag
against the rend payable under the new leage with the

whole amouut paid to the Orown tor or in respect of

the purchase. or p y and rent for
such lands execept the first deposit of 10 per cent. It
the person eurrenderiog shail have slected fo take a
lease with a right of purchase, he ahall in like manner
be oredited ss agalost rent with ghe amount so pald as
aforesnid, (except thae fivet deposit of 10 per cenn.), and
in the event of hie exercising hie right of purchasa be-
tore the amount so credited ehail have been exhausted,
he shall ba oredited with the balance then remaining
unappropriated ag ing the purek y for
such lands : Provided that in either case such oredit
shall not cover more than 20 yeara' rental ot such
land according fo the rate fixed by the land board, 2.

The p S|UFren-

Ag fo the other landssurrendered
dering shall be credite dag agained rent, or a3 agsingt
rant and purchage.money (as the case may requlye),
with all money pald te the Orowa ag shall bein excesy
o 10 per neat, o the amount ab which he was

orlginally endttied to Purehaaa the land: Provided
that no such evedit shaii be given unless all moneys
payable for the landa held by such person in respecs
of the fixsh three years' ogpupation of such Jands shatl
have beon proviousiy paid ; nor stial any such oredit
be . glven conbravy to the terms of the proviso
to gubsaction 1, It would be seen fhat it wag pro-
vided that the credit should not cover more
than 20 yeaxs renfal, thus preventing persons holding
land free for ridiculously long fimes. Clauss 6 pro-
vided—** Any person holdlog land under sgreement
with the right of purchase, selected befora * The Orown
Landa Act, 1838," came into operstion, may, within 12
months from the passing of bhis Act and o manner
provided by regulations, apply to the Commisgionex
to reduce the price whioh he kna agreed to pay, who
ghall submit such applicafion to the land board for
the distriot ; and, on thelr recomimendation, way ye-
duce the purchass-money ; at in all other reapscta
the sgreement shall reraain 1n toxce, and any previous
payments on t of purel y shall vremain
£o the oredit of such person’ While clauso 7, which

‘wag an important one,stated :—*“The crediting of any

moneys as aforesaid shall not in any osga conisr any
personal right or olaima to such reoneys, and tho
s so credived shall ba applied only as against ront
and purchage-money, orrent (aa the cags may requive),
as hercinbefore provided.” Parb I ot the Actwas the
portion which might possibly encounber some oppoai«
tion {rom berg of the O il, It was thoughb
by the Government that two portions of the waste
lands of the Jrown, on which at pregent no setblement
existed, and on which there was not lkely to
be any sebtlomen$, might he fairly experimentea
on with a view of Induclng setflement, The lands
were deserlbed fn achedule 3. They were rough Janas
in the south-east and on the weat coast. The land in -
the south-east was near the Pineroo stadion, he ba.
lieved, and the other was in the vicinidy of Fowler'a
Bay. The land would be lgd on the eelection befors
sayvey principle, subject to certmin cosdisions
Qlauge 18 enjoined pessonal vesidence. It stated—
* Wvery lease granted urder this part of thiy Act shall
confain & covenant by the lessee o psrsanslly reside
on such land for six montha a3 the least in every year
of ths term, and svery such lasse shall aiso contala
such right of re-entry and such other terms and con-
dlti not 1 istent; with the provisions of shis
Ach, as the Qommissioner may ses fit ta impose.”
Clause 17, which provided that the lessee on making

* gettain improvements shouid be entitled to a grant of

3W acres for howesteads. stated—**Kvery lense
granted under thls part of this Act shall contnin
a provision that if atter the explration of s8ix yenrs
from the commencernent of his lease, the lease shall
apply to the Commissioner dhat an area nob exceeding
320 aores of the land comprigsed in his lease may be
granted to him in fae.simple, and shall prove to the
tistaction of bhe O e8] that he has observed
and performed all the covenante and conditions of his ~
leage, and that he hag made pex 4 iproy t
to she value of £1 per acre on the area so applied fox,
and shat such improvements are then existing and o
pioh value be shall, on payment of the prescrihed fee
for the grant, and the cost of the survey of the land
included therein. be itled to & grant in fee-simple
of the lands so applied for In one block, tio be selected
by him in accordance with and subject to the regula-
tions, and a proporti abat: shall p
be allowed in the rent for the remainder of the lands
{netuded in hig lease, and reeidence on the lana so
granted shall be deemed $¢ Dbe resldence on the land
jnotuded in such lesse. The cosb of the survey shall
in every case be fixed by the Cowwmissicner at & sum
not exceeding the actual cost, bub the survey may
be made by a licensed surveyor employed
by and af the ocas -of .the lesses, such
survey to be approved by the Surveyor-General,”
‘We had millions of acres of waste land which wouid
nob be settled unless we offored extra inducements to
people to take them up. The Government proposed
this sel a8 on exp t  He would point out
that clause 21 provided that *‘the Commis.
gioner may, in all cases where he deems
it deslvable or expedient im the publie in-
terests, refuse any application, or may at any time,
either permanently or temporsrily, withdraw sany
Iands from solectlon or lease under this part of the
Act, and may leage the same for any term of years,
and upon such terms as he may think fit  Provided
thatin every such lease there j3 contained a proviso
for r ption by the O i at any time atter
the expiration of thres monthe' motice.”  Part

IV. provided for the erection of rabbit - proof =

boundary fences. It was Impossible fo overesti-
mate vhe ' danger of the colony from vermin, the
iojury being almost incredible, The @overnmend
praposed to advapcs Joans todistriot souncils for the
purpose of sxecting thoes fences on the llns dividing
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any lands from the adjoining Crown lands, such loaus -

to be repaid by ten annual equal instalments without
interest. ' These were practical suggestions to which
he hoped the Council would agree. The misoeHaneoua
provisions did nos contain many olausee requiring dis.
oussion. Olauee 46 provided thatb in declding between
appHosnts for blaoks of iand preference skould be
given to the applicant who agreed to take the land on
peraonial residence candittons, He would draw atten-
tion to clause 49, which sald:—* Notwithstandin
anything contalned in Part IV. of the principal Ao
leasea of pnatoral lande not at the time subjeot to an
extsting pagtoral leage may be offered for sale after the
oxpirnsion or determination of the last previcus
lease ; and the outgolug legsee ghall have the same
rights and be su't:iach 0 dthe same abligations as he
would have had and been subject to under the prin.
aipal Act if the new lease had been sold or offered for
snle previcus fo such expiration or detorminatioun:
Provided that in cases wuere the leases of any blooks
of land which are contiguous $o each other expire ab
different perlods of time the Oommiseioner may, when
he considers it advisable in the gublio interash, grant
to the outgolng lessae a furbher leage for a ferm nod
exoseding thres years at an annual rental to be fixed
by the Commissioner, and not being less than the
annuil rental paid under the previous lease,” . Thig
wag a mattor introduced by My, West-Erskine, as also
wag that dealt with in clause 50, which provided shat
“‘gaction 58 of the principal Act shail be rend as it the
following proviso were added at the end thereof:
¢ Frovided slso that where two or more blocka have
been purchased by the same pereon and are ocoupied
08 ond run the lesses may surrender the leases ot such
blooks and obtain ons leage in leu thereof ; and with
"the consent of the Commigsioner the improvements
necssgary to entitlo the lesses to repayment of the
8ald deponlt of 10 per cent. may be mads on any part
of the land included iu such leage.’” These would be
found an improvement to the provisions relabing to
pastoral lensed, The clauses he haa alluded to were
the principal new vrovislons in the Bill, which he
‘hoped would be agreed to. -
QOa the motion of the Hon. W. COPLEY the debats
was adjourned till the following day.

WATER CONSERVATION ACT-AMENDMENT BILL,
COonsideralon in committes of amendmenis by
House of Asgerably.
The amendments having been tormally brought
betore the commistes, progress was reported, and $he
committes obtained leave to pit again next day.

LOUAL COURTS ACYT AMENDMENT BILL,

Sscond reading,

The Hon. R, 0, BAKER, in moving the second
reading, eaid he wished parflcularly to draw atben-
tlon to olause 2, whinh provided as follows:—* If
shall not hereatfor be necessary, before applying to
apny laonl court or epecial magistrate for an ex parte
order, to attach debta due fo a judgment debtor, ay
provided by seotion 164 of the ‘Local Courts Acﬁ,
1836," bo summon the judgment debtor, as provided
by seotion 162 of the aaid Act; but a looal court or
speoiat magistrate may grant such order for atéach.
sment upon bhe judgment oredifors satlsiying such
gourt or special magistrate that & sum of money
oapable of being astached is in the hands of the pro.
posed garnishee, payable by him presently or ab
gome future sime $o the eaid judgment debtor. Upon
any such order being obtained the proceedings
shereon shall be in all respeots the same as it the
gludgmans debtor had been duly summoned and

ad been examiued, and an order made pursuand
to seotion 164 of the sald Xocal Courts Aes, 1886,
Clause 8 provided that cerfain magistrates mayin oer-
tain cases order proceedings to he trapsferred to
another court. The wording of the clause was as
follows 1—* When notlce demanding a jury shall be
glven, pureuant to seotion 49 of the * Local Coursa
Act, 1886,’ and in the opinion of the special maglstrate
for the time belng of the cours where such action shall
have been commenced & jury cannob conveniently be

btained, or Y exp would be lnourred
in'summoning a jury, such special magistrate may at
any time, in the exerclse of his own discretion or upon
the applcation of either party, order such case to ba
héard and defermined at such other local court where,
in his opinlon, & jury oan be mors gonverniently or in.
expensively summoned, and thereupon all procesdings
in respect of such aétion shall he transierred to the
local court nemed by the special maglstrate in such
oxdsr, shd notica of trial shall be send to the parties
in siich aotton by the olerk of the court to which such
proceedings shall have been transferred, Any addi.
tlonal doats inourred by either party tnoidentsl to tha
transfer of such preosedings shall be in the discretion
of the epecial magistrate making such order, or the
courf ab the hearing of the cass.” Qlause 4 provided
~that=* Noactionaghali be brought o olaim terdamages

made sgained any bailiff or assfstand ballift of any
local coutt by any olsimant of goods ox chiabdels taken
in exeoution, exaept for neghgence in exsouting the
warrant; and nothing in the sald Local Qourts Aot
ghall give to any olalmant whose goods or chattels
shail be faken in exesution any claim againeb the
exscubion oreditox for damages in. yespect of such
_selzure other than he would have aft common Jaw.”
Tre Bl would relleve geveral disabilities under which
p‘arﬁea o suits o looal courts suffered afi the present
fime,

The Hon. M. SALOM said he feared the third clauge
mighs give rise fio difficulties, and he would Jike some
further elucidation of its provisions.

The Hon, J, H, ANGAS thought the difficulty might

. be overcome If *ox” was changed into ** and” ia line §
of glauge 8, _

. The Hon. J. G, RAMSAY sald he could hardly agree
to the power which would be conferred by clause 4,
He though$ an alteration should be made fn ocoms
mittes,

The Hon. B, 0, BAKER eald if negligence were
shown the ballilf would be liable, while the slause did
not take away the right of action from the exesution
craditor, who should ot be liable for the acts of a
public officer. It placed the Inw with regard to the
bailiff ou exactly the same footing as the gheriff,

The Bill was then read & second time, :

In committees,

Clause 2. Garnishes.

The Hon. J H. ANGAS moved to strike out fhe
word “ or" and to ingert the word **and.”

The Hon. R, O. BAKER thought {6 would_be better
to allow the clauss stand as it wag in the Bill,- Ifa
defendant wanted o jury, and one could sot bs ob-
tained, he should gertainiy have the xight to apply to
have the oage tried in another courd,

The'Hon, J. H, ANGAS thought they should nob
allow the magistrate fo remove the oase to another
court arbitrarily as the parbies to the suld shouid ba
constulfed.

The amendmend was agreed o, and the olause as

. awended passsd,

Olause 4. Interpleader restrioting olaim for
damages,

The Hon, J. @, RAMSAY thought they should not
glve such power. .

The Hon, M. SALOM sald the Jabter pard of the
olause did not prevent the owner from eeecking his
remedy, whioh was stili refained o him under common

law.

The MINISTER of EDUCATION (Hon, J, H,
Gordon) gaid the latter part of the clause did nob shield
the executing creditor from any mistake mady by him-
gelf, hub from any mistahe made by the hailiff.

Olause agreed to, "

The Bill was reporfed, the repors was adopted, and
the third reading fixed for the following day,

PAPER,
The MINISTER of EDUCATION (Hon. J. H,
Gordon) Jaid on the table :—
By command—
Public Works reporh for year ended June 80, 1889,

ADJOURNMENT,
The Council at 6.4 p.m. adjourned till the tollow-
day at 2 pm,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
TurspAY, NOVEMBER 26,
The SPRARBR fook the ohalr af 2 o'clook,

PETITION. -

Sir K, T, SMITH presented a pobdition from residents
of Balliol and Rugby streets, College Park, praying
that the Adelalde and Payneham Tramwaya Bilf might
be either roferred to a Sefech Cormmittee, amended,
or rejected.

AMENDMENT OF RA!&}VAY COMMISSION£RS
Al

The OHIEF SEORETARY (Hon. Dr. Cockburn),
in veply to Mr MfaTTINSON, said the Government bad
no # tion of proposing any altexation in the Rails
way Oomuwissioners Aot thig segsion.

Mz, MATTINSON~If I introduce a Bill for the pux-
pose will the Government suppors 152

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. Dr. Occkburn)—
‘The Government wiil deal with the question whenié
arises,

REMOVAL OF GRASS AND OTHER HERBAGE
ADJOINING RAILWAY LINES.

The COMMISSIONER of PUBLIC. WORKS (Hop. J.
H. Howe), in anewer to Mr. ROUNSEVRLL, said he would
covsuli the Railway Commissioners ag to the imme-
dtate removal of grass and hepbage adjoining railway
Yines, - - -
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