Dog Pence Bill.

[SErrEMBER 23, 1953.]
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The Act provides that, for the purpose of
oviding proteciion against the ingress of
4 dogs, a dog-proof fenee is fto be estab-
ned and maintained in the vorthern areas
the State and for thiz purpose the "Act
mtitutes & board ealled the Dog TFence
ard and gives to the board powers to estab-
h and maintain the dog fenee, to rate land
_pasioral areas in order to raise the funds
gessary for the purposes of the board, and to
ry out various ancillary duties, Whilst the
¢t empowers the board to eract gtretches of
; « fence to make good deficiencies in existing
Page 564.) nces, the general plan of the Aet is that
o i Ztmees alveady existing aeross the northern part
:e;i‘zergfmg: : )f the State should be constituted the dog
and that e Hlénce and, where necessary, be altered so as fo
. made deg-proof, These existing fences are,
\Gon Fund b i course, privately owned by the lessees of the
mmbers of - fie E!»md econcerned. The Act provides that the
fa i tie 01(1 “Aiard may Impose an annual rate upon ratable
+ four ' nd, that s, in general, the land comprised in
hoald he sil ¢ pastoral aress. . Scction 20 provides for a
vor. with the. meral rate on 4ll ratable land and the rate is
1isi;i ng u ki Qt to exceed 1s. 3d. per square mile of ratabie
weasingly d nd,  Section 37 provides that an additional
oard f{n: & ite may be imposeﬁ on ratable land adjoining
p dog fenee and situated within 10 milea of
¢ fence. This rate also is mot to execed
3d. per square mile of ratable land and the
itiion provides that, if an additional rate is
mla_l'ed under section 27 for any financial
wr, it is fo be the same as the rate declared
o that year under section 26.
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eegion 31 provides for a Governmenf sub-
“to be paid to the board, the subsidy being
wound for every pound of rates declared
ke hoard. The revenue of the board is, in
teral, to De applied by the board in the
Ipection and mainbenance of the dog fence.
%etlon 24 provides that, in overy iinancial
i1, the boazd is to pay to the owners of any
Pices whieh ‘eomprise pari of the dog fenee a
liform amount not exceeding £8 per mile of

owners towards the maintenance sand
setion of the dog fence and the destrue-
of wild dogs in the vicinity of the fence
i the Aet imposes on those owners a duf:v
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Representations have
beer made that this amount of £8 per mile,
which was fixed ander the Act in 194G, is now
insufficient to met present day costs involved
in earrying ouwt the cuties imposed on owners
of the fence and it has heen suggested that
the maximum apnual amount payable under
gaction 24 should he increased to £16 per mile
of fence. Such an inereasc would, of necessity,
involye an inerease in the rating powers of
the Board. The board has therefore recom-
mended that the Act be amended accordingly
and this is done by the Bill. The suggestions
for alteration of the law have been considered
by the Stackowners’ Assoeiation which has
approved of the proposals. ‘Olause % aceord-
ingly inereases from £8 to £16 the maximum
amount per mile 6f the deg fence which may
be paid to an owner for expenditure on the
maintenance and inspection of the fence and
for the other purposes mentioned in seetion 24.

(Clanse 3 inmcreases from 1s. 3d. to 3s, per
square mile of ratable land the maximwmn rate
which may be imposed on ratable land under
section 26, Clause 4-deals with the additional
rate which may, under section 27, be' imposed
on ratable land within 10 miles of the dog
fenes, No alteration to tho maximum rate,
namely, 1s. 3d. per square mile of ratable land,
is propesed, but the clause provides that, where
the rate wnder section 26 for any financial year
is less than 1s. 3d. per square mile, any addi-
tional rate under section &7 for that year is
to be of the same amount. If the rate under
secton 26 is 1s. 34, or more, then the addi-
tional rate under section 27 is to be Is 3d.
As hefore meutioned, section. 31 provides for
5 Covernment subsidy on rates declared by
the hoard, It is noi proposed te increase the
amount whieh may he paid by way of subsidy
5 therefors pro-
vides that the pound for- pound subsidy -on
vates declared by the board provided for by
section 31 is not to apply to rates declared
at an amoeunt greater than ls. 3d. per square
mile, The effeet is that the maximum Govern-
ment subsidy for any fimancial year will net
exceed the amount which iz now payable under
section 31

The Ifon. F. J. CONDON
adjournment of the debate.

seenred the

ADJOURNMENT.
At 435 pan. the Council adjourned wuntil
Tuesday, September 29, at 2 pm,




