BRANDS BILL,

Second reading,

‘The CHILF SEORETARY (Hon. W. Morgan)
paid this Rill had originated—as another had
originated in 1877-—from a large and influential
deputation of stockowners waiting upon the Go-
vernmens and asking for legislation upon the sub-
ject to prevent the stealing of cattle and sheep. The
Bill did not provide that there should be & system
of branding sheep, but i authorized tlie registra-
tion of sheep brands by persons who llk_ed to use
them, and provided against the cutting off of
the ear of the sheep to destroy the ear-
mark, which was knewn in New Bouth
Wales as the rogue's mark, There was no
compulsion es to the regisiration of sheep
brands, but in the case of cattle and horges there
would be a system of branding, The provigions of
the Bill had been copied from the Act which had
been in operation for some years in Queensland
and had been found to work well. In New South
Wales the Branding Act had not been 3 SUCCESB as
they had allowed all kinds of brands, but under the
Bill a brand would consist of a letter and two
numerals, and by the manipulation of these a very
large number of brands could be provided. There
ware ab present 13,600 registered in Queenaland,
and 7,000 more could be made up. There wers
also in the Bill provisions as to pounds and a8 to
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ADJOURNMENT.

The Council adjourned at 3.26 till 2 oclock next
day.



