SWINE COMPENSATION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL (DISEASES)

The Hon. T. M. CASEY (Minister of Agri-
culture) obtained leave and introduced a Bill
for an Act to amend the Swine Compensation
Act, 1936-1971. Read a first time,

The Hon., T. M. CASEY: I move:

That this Bill be now read a second time.
1t is intended to make an amendment to the
principal Act, the Swine Compensation Act,
1936, as amended, as a consequence of the
recent amendments to the Foot and Mouth
Disease FEradication Fund Act. Honourable
members will recall that, following agreement
between the States and the Commonwealth,
it is proposed that “swine fever” will be
included in the diseases in respect of which
compensation under that Act will be payable.
Accordingly, clause 3 strikes out from the
definition of “discase” in the principal Act the
disease “swine fever” since in the event of an
outbreak of that discase the provisions of the
Foot and Mouth Disease Eradication Fund Act
will apply and have effect.

Clause 4 recasts section 4a of the principal
Act to ensure that specific diseases can by
proclamation be added to or deleted from the
list of diseases in respect of which compensa-
tion is payable. This should ensure that there
will be maximum flexibility in the administra-
tion of the principal Act, which is desirable in
measures of this nature. Clause 5 removes a
further redundant reference to “swine fever”
in section 8 of the principal Act.

The Hon. C. R. STORY secured the adjourn-
ment of the debate,



SWINE COMPENSATION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL

Second reading,

The Hon. J. D. CORCORAN (Minister of
Works): I move:

That this Bill be now read a second time.
This short Bill is intended to make an amend-
ment to the principal Act, the Swine Compensa-
tion Act, 1936, as amended, as a consequence
of the recent amendments to the Foot and
Mouth Disease FEradication Fund Act. Hon-
ourable members will rtecall that, following
agreement between the States and the Common-
wealth, it is proposed that swine fever will
be included in the diseases in respect of which
compensation under that Act will be pay-
able.

Accordingly, clause 3 strikes out from the
definition of disease in the principal Act the
disease swine fever, since in the event of an
outbreak of that disease the provisions of the
Foot and Mouth Disease Eradication Fund Act
will apply and have effect. Clause 4 of the
Bill recasts section 4a of the principal Act to
ensure that specific diseases can by proclama-
tion be added to or deleted from the list of
diseases in respect of which compensation is
payable. This should ensure /that there will be
maximum flexibility in the administration of the
principal Act, which is desirable in measures of
this nature. Clause 5 removes a further
redundant reference to swine fever in section
8 of the principal Act.

Mr. FERGUSON secured the adjournment
of the debate.



SWINE COMPENSATION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL (DISEASES)

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from March 9. Page 3779.)

Mr. FERQUSON (Goyder): FEarlier today
I heard the member for Kavel say that he
had had insufficient time to research matters
under discussion, However, I need not give
much consideration to this Bill to give it my
support, because it is an amending Bill that
enacts the principle recently affirmed by Pariia-
ment in the Foot and Mouth Disease Eradica-
tion Fund Act Amendment Bill.

The pig industry in South Australia is becom-
ing very important, having grown enormously
over the past five years, When the principal
Act was enacted some years ago the pig indus-
try was considered to be a minor sideline on
most rural properties. As a result, not many
pigs were slaughtered and the contributions to
the Swine Compensation Fund were therefore
relatively small. More recently that situation
has been altered with the enormous increase in
the number of pigs, the contributions to the
fund have increased correspondingly. In South
Australia nowadays about 400,000 pigs ame
slanghtered each year for meat.

Some people talk about funds like the Swine
Compensation Fund as though they were Gov-
ernment funds, but this fund has actually been
built up by the producers themselves, as a resuit
of a levy based on the number of pigs
slaughtered. The people connected with the pig

industry have been very prudent over the years:
they foresaw that a fund would be needed to
provide not only for swine fever but also for
other eventualities.  Accordingly, over the
years the producers have asked that sums of
money be allotted from the fund for the bene-
fit of the industry, I remember two occasions
when this took place, the first occasion being
when a sum was provided for promotion and
research connected with the industty on a
Commonwealth basis, but the States had to
contribute. The second occasion when the
fund was drawn upon was when a sum was
allotted to assist in setting up a research centre
at Northfield. I support the Bill.

Bill read a second time and taken through its
remaining stages.
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