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key areas of the Coongie Lakes would be protected—
currently an exercise being undertaken by the Office of
Minerals and Energy Resources as well as the Department of
Environment and Conservation, which is looking at this issue
in relation to that matter. Obviously a lot of scientific work
needs to be undertaken in relation to the environmental value
of those areas as well as the economic value of possible
petroleum resources. Until that matter is resolved, what one
might describe as a moratorium on the issue of any new
licences in that region—effectively a moratorium put in place
by the previous government—will continue.
SOCIAL INCLUSION UNIT
The Hon. A J. REDFORD: I seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Minister for Primary Industries,
representing the Premier, a question about the Social
Inclusion Unit.
Leave granted.
The Hon. A J. REDFORD: On Tuesday I informed the
parliament that I was granted access to minutes of the Social
Inclusion Unit through an FOI application. On reading the
minutes, I note the following entry in the board minutes of 9
August 2002:
Monsignor Cappo is to discuss with the Premier the issue of
champion ministers and whether ministerial committees need to be
established around the three references.

Subsequently the matter of champion ministers was discussed
on 24 September at a staff meeting. The minute there states:
H. Parkes has prepared a draft cabinet pink to establish champion
ministers for inter-ministerial group to drive the action plans which
come out of the board meeting.

In light of that, I ask the minister:
I. What ministerial committees have been established
since this government took office?
2. Has the government decided to appoint champion
ministers and, if so, which members of the Rann cabinet have
been designated 'champion'?
3. What will be the responsibility of champion ministers
and will it affect their existing ministerial responsibilities?
4. What has been the reaction of those ministers not
designated as 'champion'?
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries): The Rann government has 13 champion ministers, which is exactly 13 more than the previous
government had.
OFFICE OF THE NORTH
The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: I seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Minister for Regional Affairs
a question about the office of the north.
Leave granted.
The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: Yesterday in this place I
raised a question about the northern region strategic forum.
In the explanation I mentioned the opening of the new office
of the north. I understand, as was indicated yesterday, that the
member for Elizabeth and Minister for Health (Hon. Lea
Stevens) is the minister responsible for that office and I
understand that she may have even been designated as
minister for the north. I also understand that Mr Tim
O'Loughlin, the CEO of the Department of Transport and
Urban Planning will have administrative responsibility for the
new office. My question is: if the Minister for Health has
been designated as the minister for the north, why would the
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CEO of a different department be given responsibility for'thi?
office?
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Regional
Affairs): The honourable member is right about the office of
the north being designated to the Hon. Lea Stevens, Minister
for Health. I was not aware that Tim O'Loughlin was
designated champion for the office, but if that is the—
The Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins: He has administrative
responsibility.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: If that is the case, I will refer
the question to the minister. But I do know that, while we are
in the northern region, many of the questions that were put
to us were of a planning and transport nature.
The Hon. Caroline Schaefer interjecting:
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: 'Northern metropolitan- is
the designation. Many of the queries that were coming from
residents out there were to do with highways, ring roads arid
transport. That would probably be behind the thinking of
making Tim O'Loughlin the person responsible for that area.
I will obtain a more definitive answer for the honourable
member and bring back a reply.

UPPER SOUTH EAST DRYLAND SALINITY AND
FLOOD MANAGEMENT BELL
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs and Reconciliation) obtained leave and introduced
a bill for an act to provide for a scheme to protect and
improve the environment and agricultural production in the
Upper South-East through the proper conservation and
management of water and the initiation or implementation by
the government of the state of works and environmental
management programs and other initiatives; to make related
amendments to the South Eastern Water Conservation and
Drainage Act 1992; and for other purposes. Read a first time.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: I move.
That this bill be now read a second time.

An estimated 250 000 hectares (or 40 per cent) of productive
farmland in the Upper South-East have been degraded by
salinisation caused by high ground water levels and flooding,
and a further 200 000 hectares, including approximately
40 000 hectares of high value wetlands and native vegetation,
are at risk. To alleviate this problem, the Upper South-East
Dryland Salinity and Hood Management Program (USE
program) was initiated with four main elements: drainage,
vegetation protection and enhancement, salt land agronomy
and wetland enhancement and management.
The program will provide significant environmental,
economic and social benefits to the region, but the need to
negotiate additional funding and gain certainty of access and
management of drains and wetlands in the region has meant
that the future of the approved scheme is under threat. Lack
of recent progress is partially due to the need to put in place
a new funding package. This is currently being negotiated as
part of the implementation and national action plan for
salinity and water quality arrangements with the commonwealth government and regional communities. The SouthEast is a priority region for action to address its salinity and
water quality issues.

