Five piglets born at the SA
riment of Agriculture
and Fisheries™ Northlield pi
rescarch unit last w:pt‘!
marked what is believed o
he Australia’s first successful
ME ovum transplant.

The litter was born to an
unmated sow, the result of a
surgical transier of eggs from
o mamed sow,

The Northtield team, led

by the ment’s  senior
veterinary officer, pigs, Dr,

STock TeurRnNAL- 9-44-79

Northfield scores
first Aust. pig
ovum transplant

Peter Whyte, achieved the
successful transplant at the
first attempt.

~ The ovum transplant 1ech-
mique has scveral important
rescarch and commercial ap-
plh“:lmm“n:dﬂﬂc “z them
already in the :
and cattle fields. e

On the commercial side it
would enable genetic transfer
between and could

o Continued on page 11

e
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Y oscs ' the import and

export of new genpclic
material.

Devel ot of the tech-
nique could. on a long-term
basis, make it possible w0
case some of the quarantine
restrictions oa importing new
breeding stock.

As far as research s con-
cerned ovum transplani
methods are seen as impor-
tant new. ools in investigat-
ing immunological and di-
scase mechanisms.

De. Whyte's team usad two
sows sclected from: the
Northfield pig reasearch
unit’s oun | for the ex-
periment.

Four days alier one of the
sows was mated Lhe
veterinanans operated on her
AT Tl
them showing signs ¥
been rmiu;:l;l.* ; 2

These were then implanted
directly, again using peal
techmiques, imo the uterus of
the yunmated sow. -

Aficr an uneventiul ‘preg-
oW gave

__f‘ﬂ:m-:y i
“Birth of five healthy piglets.




