1603 Wanbi to Moorook Railway Bill. {COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R. T. MELROSE—I do not think
any railway should be constructed under the
day labor system, and I support the amendment,

The Hon. J. H. COOKE—I appreciate the
fact that the line is to be relaid with rails
removed from’ the main track. While I desiro
to see the work done by contract I think it will
be advisable, in view of what the Minister
has said, to add the words ‘‘whole or part of.’?

The Hon. D. J. GORDON—The substitusion

of ““shall”” for ‘‘may’’ does not take the mat-
ter out of the handg.of the Commissioner,
because, in the event of no tender being re-
ceived, the Commissioner has full power to
go on. with the work, I have no faith in
departmental confrol of the eonstruction of
railways or roads—I am, of course, referring
to large undertakings. The Government should
always know what the cost of a large work is
Iikely to be. .If a course sueh as I propose
had been taken with regard to the Blanchetown
lock, what a great saving would have beon made,
Ag to the Tod River scheme, it was most fortu-
nate that the Mouse called for tenders, for if
the work had not heen carried out by a con-
tractor, who lost money over it, the undertak-

ing would have cost £350,000 to £500,000 more -

than it did.

The Hon, A, A, KIRKPATRICK—I under-
stand the amendment will give the Commissioner
an option whether the tender shall be aceepted
or not, and that, if he does not wish to accept
any of them, he ean do the work departmentally,
There is nothing to be afraid of in a propo-

sition of that sort, because the Railways Stand. -

ing Committee Lave reported favorably as to
the State doing such work by means of a con-
struction department, In Vietoria they would
not think of giving a railway to a contractor H
they do the work departmentally, and I think
also in New South Wales. Hundreds of
thousands of peunds would be saved here if we
had a proper construction department. The
East-West Railway was most advantageously
constructed by the Commonwealth with its own
departmental staff,

The Hon. D. J. Gordon—They would have
saved milliong if they had called for tenders.

The Hom. A, A, KIREPATRICK—Well, 1
was told by a well-informed person that it
proved a great suecess,

The Hon, T. MeCALLUM--T am asionished
at the honorable member’s statement with
regard to the HWast-West Railway, The original
estimate for that line was £4,000,000, whiel was
incereased to a certain extent later, but the ulti-

Appropriation Bij,

mata cost of the work done by day ‘&bo;
over £8,000,000. Why, we heayd of thw‘-‘l;
layers standing one bhehind the other, g,
o hammer passing it on to the other tyo
and having a smoke in the meantime, e,

Amendmeont  carried; eclause 83 amopa
passed, with a consequential amendment, j g
clause (h).

Remaining clauses, title,
Bill read a third time and
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passed, .

TAXATION ACT FURTHLR AMENDMENY
BILL,

The Assembly notified by message that i
had agreed to amendments Nos, L, 5,7, ond
8 suggested by the Couneil, and to the amond.
ments Nos, 6 and 9 with amendments ;
sideration, November 27.
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BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Second reading, .
The CHIET SECRETARY (Hon, 7. Pascoo)
—By the retirement of Mr. Williams, late Chiet
Inspector of Stock, Mz, Loxton has beeoms
Chief Inspector of Stock and also Chief Voterl
nary Surgeon. The chief clerk in tho depart-
ment has practically done all the work of the
registration of brands for many ycars past, but
he could not have the title, unless it was given
him by Aet of Parliament, ‘This Bill is
therefore intended to give him the title of
Registrar of Brands, a work for which he bLas
long been responsible, I move the second
reading,

Bill read a seeond time and passed.
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APPROPRIATION BILL.
Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continned from November 21, Tage 1555.)
The Hon, D, J, GORDON—I understand that

for the purposes of the Public Scrviee it I8
necessary that this Bill should he passed without
any unmnecessary delay. T have looked through
the various items and I see that the iuf:rcnm
from the amount of £5,600,000 set down in the
Appropriation Bill last year to £5,939,000, the
amount covered by this Bill, is well aecounted
for by the inereases which have Leen made i’i
the various departments, The Governmevt &7
to be commended for imereasing the ed\mat;oi':
vote from £524,000 last year to £571,000 t;‘“
year. Inecreases have also been providc(l for}tﬂ;
Police Departiment and the Iuspector—(‘»cnver:'lﬂ.m‘
Hospitals. I am surprised o see that n¢ d'} o
ence has been made as regards interest 8% e
change, but T understand that this is & ™°
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